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Current Affairs 8 ITEMS

R. Praggnanandhaa Wins St. Louis Rapid & Blitz 2026 Title

IN SHORT

Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa won his maiden St. Louis Rapid & Blitz
2026 Grand Chess Tour (GCT) title. He secured 23.5 points out of a possible 36,
finishing 1.5 points ahead of Uzbekistan's Javokhir Sindarov.

Praggnanandhaa displayed remarkable consistency across both the Rapid and
Blitz segments, clinching the title with a round to spare. Along with the title, he
earned $50,000 and 13 GCT points, strengthening his bid for the 2026 GCT Finals.

Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa achieved a significant milestone in interna-
tional chess by winning the St. Louis Rapid & Blitz 2026 Grand Chess Tour title. This
marks his first-ever victory in the St. Louis Rapid & Blitz event.

Praggnanandhaa's Performance

The 20-year-old Praggnanandhaa scored 23.5 out of 36 points, finishing 1.5 points
ahead of the runner-up, Uzbekistan's Javokhir Sindarov. He maintained his lead
throughout the tournament and secured the title with one round still remaining.

Consistency Across Rapid and Blitz Formats

The competition featured an initial Rapid segment followed by a Blitz segment. Pragg-
nanandhaa established a lead with a strong performance in the Rapid segment and
sustained it during the Blitz phase. In the final nine rounds of the Blitz event, he recor-
ded 3 wins, 5 draws, and only 1 loss—a testament to his consistency and ability to
perform under pressure.

Securing the Title by Surpassing Javokhir Sindarov

The contest between Praggnanandhaa and Uzbekistan's Javokhir Sindarov was a major
highlight of the competition. Despite sustained pressure from Sindarov, Praggnanand-
haa maintained his lead. After drawing his match against Sindarov, Praggnanandhaa
clinched the championship with a round to spare. In the tournament's final round, he
also played out a draw against Levon Aronian.

Prizes and Grand Chess Tour Points

For winning the title, Praggnanandhaa received a prize purse of US$50,000 and 13
Grand Chess Tour (GCT) points. Runner-up Javokhir Sindarov secured 10 GCT points
and $40,000, while Wesley So, who finished third, earned 8 GCT points and $30,000.
These GCT points are crucial for qualifying for the 2026 Grand Chess Tour Finals.
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Significance for UPSC

This achievement is significant in the context of India's sports diplomacy, youth talent,
the globalization of sports, and India's growing influence in chess. In the UPSC context,
this can be linked to topics such as international sports competitions, India's sporting
achievements, youth talent, chess, and soft power. Notably, Praggnanandhaa's success
reflects the rising popularity of chess in India and the strong performance of Indian
players on the international stage.

Silkyara Tunnel Rescuers Honoured with ‘Sarvottam Jeevan
Raksha Padak’: An Exemplary Display of Bravery and Disaster
Response

IN SHORT

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari honoured 12 'rat-hole' miners with the 'Sarvottam
Jeevan Raksha Padak' for their courage and selfless service during the Silkyara
tunnel rescue operation. The Silkyara rescue mission stands as a significant ex-
ample of India's disaster management capabilities, multi-agency coordination,
and rapid rescue response. The 'Jeevan Raksha Padak' is awarded to individuals
who demonstrate courage and promptness in saving human lives; it comprises
three categories: Sarvottam, Uttam, and Jeevan Raksha Padak. This award can be
conferred upon civilians as well as eligible personnel from the armed forces, po-
lice, and fire services, provided their actions go beyond the call of their official
duty.

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari honoured 12 'rat-hole’
miners with the 'Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak' for their extraordinary courage and
selfless service during the Silkyara tunnel rescue operation. At a ceremony held in New
Delhi, they were felicitated for their contribution to the arduous mission of safely
evacuating workers trapped inside the collapsed tunnel.

Significance of the Silkyara Rescue Operation

The Silkyara tunnel rescue operation is considered one of the most challenging rescue
missions of recent years. The operation employed various techniques and expert teams
to reach the workers trapped inside the tunnel and bring them out safely. This incident
underscores the importance of India's disaster management capabilities, multi-agency
coordination, and rapid rescue response.

What is the Jeevan Raksha Padak?

The 'Jeevan Raksha Padak' is awarded to individuals who demonstrate courage,
promptness, and a selfless spirit in saving human lives. The award recognizes cour-
ageous acts that save lives in situations such as drowning, fire, electrocution, natural
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disasters, animal attacks, and mining accidents. Its primary objective is to honour, at
the national level, citizens who risk their own lives to save others.

Three Categories of the Jeevan Raksha Padak

The Jeevan Raksha Padak is awarded in three categories: Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha
Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak, and Jeevan Raksha Padak. The Sarvottam Jeevan
Raksha Padak is the highest category and is awarded to an individual who saves a life
with exceptional courage under extremely hazardous circumstances. The Uttam Jeevan
Raksha Padak is awarded for courage and promptitude in dangerous situations, while
the Jeevan Raksha Padak is awarded for courageous rescue work performed amidst
serious risk.

Eligibility, Nomination, and Approval

This award can be conferred upon individuals from any social background. For mem-
bers of the armed forces, police, or recognized fire services, the rescue act must go
beyond the call of normal duty. Nominations are submitted annually by states, union
territories, and central ministries. An awards committee scrutinizes the nominations
within two calendar years of the life-saving incident, and final approval for the award
is granted in accordance with the prescribed procedure.

Key Facts and Broad Context for UPSC

A lump-sum cash award of ¥2 lakh accompanies the Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak,
%1.5 lakh accompanies the Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak, and ¥1 lakh accompanies the
Jeevan Raksha Padak. Additionally, a medal and a certificate are presented. For UPSC
purposes, this topic can be linked to disaster management, disaster risk reduction
(DRR), worker safety, tunnel construction, institutional coordination, civic heroism, and
the responsiveness of governance. The Silkyara incident also illustrates how the experi-
ence of local workers and grassroots rescuers—alongside technical expertise—can be
crucial in handling complex disasters.
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Legal path cleared for potential UPI charges; major shift in
digital payment landscape

IN SHORT

The Lok Sabha has passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
establishing a legal basis for future charge structures on digital payments. This
does not mean that charges have been immediately imposed on all UPI transac-
tions; charges will only come into effect following government notifications and
rules. In the future, the government may prescribe a Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) or other fees for certain digital payments, while keeping other transactions
free of charge. In July 2026, UPI recorded 23.66 billion transactions worth approx-
imately ¥29.88 lakh crore, highlighting its growing role in India's digital payment
ecosystem.

The Lok Sabha has passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026. The
Bill amends the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, providing the central gov-
ernment with the legal authority to determine future charge structures for notified di-
gital payment systems. Crucially, the passage of this Bill does not immediately impose
charges on UPI; any charges will only become effective once the government issues the
relevant notifications and rules.

What does imposing charges on UPI mean?

The Bill does not mandate charges on all UPI transactions; instead, it empowers the
government to decide which digital payment transactions remain free and which ones
may attract a Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) or other prescribed fees. Therefore, this
should be viewed as the creation of a legal and regulatory framework rather than the
immediate imposition of charges on UPL

What is MDR and why is it significant?

The Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) is a fee typically paid by merchants who accept di-
gital payments to the institutions involved in the payment processing chain. These in-
stitutions may include banks, payment system operators, and other related service pro-
viders. The massive expansion of UPI entails rising costs related to payment infrastruc-
ture, cybersecurity, servers, processing, and operations. The potential MDR (Merchant
Discount Rate) framework is also linked to the financial stability and long-term
sustainability of the digital payment ecosystem.

No immediate impact on general UPI users

Currently, there is no automatic new charge levied on individuals sending money to
family or friends via UPI due to this development. The actual impact of future charges
will depend on which transaction categories, payment systems, and user segments the
government brings under this ambit through official notifications. Therefore, it would
be incorrect to claim that all UPI payments will become expensive. The extent to which
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small merchants and ordinary consumer transactions receive exemptions will depend
on the final regulations.

Growing economic significance of UPI

UPI has emerged as a prime example of Digital Public Infrastructure in India. In July
2026, UPI processed 23.66 billion transactions, with a total value of approximately
329.88 lakh crore. Year-on-year growth of about 22% in transaction volume and 19% in
value was recorded. This reflects the widespread adoption of digital payments and the
rapid digitization of financial transactions in India.

Broader significance for UPSC

This issue can be linked to topics such as the Indian economy, digital public infrastruc-
ture, financial inclusion, fintech, regulation, consumer protection, and the digital eco-
nomy within the UPSC syllabus. While the fee structure is tied to the costs and financial
stability of payment system operators, excessive charges could discourage digital pay-
ments and burden small merchants. Consequently, striking a balance between access-
ibility, low costs, innovation, consumer interests, and the financial stability of the
payment ecosystem will be crucial in policymaking.

RBI Releases New List of NBFC-Upper Layer; Four Government
Financial Companies Included for the First Time

IN SHORT

The RBI has released the revised list of NBFC-Upper Layer (NBFC-UL) entities for
the financial year 2026-27, comprising a total of 17 NBFCs, up from 15 in the pre-
vious list. REC, PFC, IRFC, and HUDCO have been included in the 'Upper Layer' for
the first time, subjecting them to stricter regulatory oversight. Under the RBI's
Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) framework, NBFCs are categorized into Base,
Middle, Upper, and Top layers; the Upper Layer consists of large and systemically
significant NBFCs. Tata Sons has been retained in the list, whereas PNB Housing
Finance and Sammaan Capital have been excluded due to revised eligibility cri-
teria.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the revised list of Non-Banking Financial
Companies-Upper Layer (NBFC-UL) for the financial year 2026-27. The new list in-
cludes a total of 17 NBFCs, compared to 15 entities in the previous list. This change
follows the RBI's review of the identification framework for NBFC-ULs and the
implementation of revised criteria.

Four Government NBFCs Included in Upper Layer for the First Time

REC Limited, Power Finance Corporation (PFC), Indian Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC), and Housing & Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO) have been included
in the NBFC-UL category for the first time. This development is particularly significant
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as the RBI has moved to bring government-owned NBFCs under the ambit of stricter
regulatory oversight as part of the revised Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) framework.

What is Scale-Based Regulation for NBFCs?

The RBI has implemented Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) for NBFCs, categorizing them
into four layers—Base Layer, Middle Layer, Upper Layer, and Top Layer—based on their
size, activities, and risk profile. The 'Upper Layer' comprises large NBFCs of significant
systemic importance, subject to relatively stricter regulatory and supervisory provi-
sions.

Basis and Significance of Inclusion in the Upper Layer

The revised framework employs various criteria—including Assets Under Management
(AUM)—and a scoring methodology to identify large NBFCs. The overarching objective
is to ensure that NBFCs capable of significantly impacting the financial system are sub-
ject to adequate oversight regarding capital, risk management, large exposures, and
corporate governance. The RBI’s Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) framework incorporates
provisions such as enhanced regulatory oversight and a large-exposure framework for
NBFC-ULs.

Key Facts Regarding Tata Sons and Other Companies

Tata Sons Private Limited has been retained in the Upper Layer list. However, its inclu-
sion in this list does not predetermine the outcome of any pending application regard-
ing its NBFC registration. Conversely, PNB Housing Finance and Sammaan Capital are
excluded from the new list as they do not meet the revised eligibility criteria. Under
RBI regulations, an NBFC classified in the Upper Layer may continue to be subject to
the enhanced regulatory framework for a specified period, even after ceasing to meet
the eligibility criteria.

Significance for UPSC

This topic is crucial in the context of the Indian financial system, banking reform:s,
NBFCs, financial stability, and the RBI's regulatory role. Unlike banks, NBFCs do not
accept deposits from the public, yet they play a vital role in lending, consumer finance,
infrastructure financing, and other financial services. Risks originating in large NBFCs
can propagate through the financial system; therefore, the RBI's Scale-Based Regulation
approach aims to contain systemic risk, enhance risk-based supervision, and ensure
financial stability. This issue is relevant to UPSC GS Paper III, covering topics such as
the Indian Economy, the Banking Sector, Financial Regulation, Financial Stability, and
Systemic Risk.
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Assam'’s ‘Nijut Moina’ and ‘Nijut Babu’ Schemes—Emphasis on
Higher Education, Gender Equality, and Prevention of Child

Marriage

IN SHORT

The Assam government has launched the application process for the 2026-27 aca-
demic year for the ‘Chief Minister’s Nijut Moina’ and ‘Nijut Babu’ schemes, aimed
at promoting higher education and academic continuity. The Nijut Moina scheme
focuses on encouraging female students to pursue higher education through fin-
ancial assistance, while also addressing the prevention of child marriage and wo-
men's empowerment. In 2026, the scheme has been expanded to include female
polytechnic students and eligible students in the seventh semester of integrated
postgraduate courses, whereas the Nijut Babu scheme provides financial assist-
ance to male students. Additionally, the Assam government announced financial
aid of ¥15.86 crore for 793 flood-affected schools and ¥4.26 crore for 21,025 stu-
dents, thereby bolstering the disaster resilience of the education sector.

The Assam government has initiated the application process for the 2026-27 ‘Chief Min-
ister’s Nijut Moina’ and ‘Nijut Babu’ schemes. Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
formally launched the distribution of application forms in Guwahati on August 6, 2026.
The overarching objective of both schemes is to promote access to higher education
and ensure academic continuity by providing financial assistance to students beyond
the higher secondary level.

Chief Minister’s Nijut Moina Scheme—Special Focus on Girls' Education

The primary objective of the Nijut Moina scheme is to encourage female students to
continue their higher education by providing them with financial support. A significant
social objective of the scheme is the prevention of child marriage. Through this finan-
cial assistance, the government aims to retain female students in the education system,
enabling them to pursue higher education and skill development instead of marrying
at an early age. Approximately 1.6 lakh female students benefited from this in 2024-25,
while the number of beneficiaries reached around 4 lakh in 2025-26.

Expansion of the scheme's scope in 2026

The Assam government expanded the eligibility criteria for the 'Nijut Moina' scheme in
2026. Female students pursuing polytechnic courses who meet the prescribed condi-
tions are now included within its ambit. Additionally, eligible female students studying
in the seventh semester of integrated postgraduate courses are also receiving benefits.
Criteria such as regular attendance, discipline, and commitment to studies are crucial
for the continuation of financial assistance.
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Nijut Babu Scheme—Financial assistance for students

The 'Nijut Babu' scheme provides financial assistance to eligible students pursuing
studies at the higher secondary, undergraduate, and postgraduate levels. Its objective is
to alleviate the financial burden on families caused by the cost of education and to en-
courage students to continue their studies. Last year, approximately 50,000 students be-
nefited from this scheme, while the target for the current year is to include an
additional 70,000 students.

Social and disaster management dimensions alongside education

The significance of these schemes extends beyond mere financial assistance. 'Nijut
Moina' simultaneously addresses education, women's empowerment, and the preven-
tion of child marriage, whereas 'Nijut Babu' focuses on equal opportunities in educa-
tion and human capital formation. On this occasion, the Assam government announced
financial aid amounting to ¥15.86 crore for 793 schools across the flood-affected dis-
tricts of Sivasagar, Charaideo, Jorhat, and Golaghat, as well as ¥4.26 crore for 21,025
students in Sivasagar and Charaideo. This also highlights the importance of disaster
resilience within the education system.

Broad significance for UPSC

This initiative aligns with SDG-4 (Quality Education), SDG-5 (Gender Equality), women's
empowerment, human capital formation, social justice, and the eradication of child
marriage. From a UPSC perspective, it is crucial to understand that merely increasing
school enrollment is not enough; ensuring the continuity of education through finan-
cial assistance, social security, and a safe educational environment is also essential.
Targeted schemes like 'Nijut Moina' demonstrate that state governments can also
utilize education policy as a tool for social reform.

Bhawana Kanth Becomes IAF’s First Female ‘Fighter Combat
Leader’; Sets New Benchmark for Gender Equality in Military
Aviation

IN SHORT

Indian Air Force Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth has become the first female
fighter pilot to complete the Fighter Combat Leader (FCL) course at the Tactics
and Air Combat Development Establishment (TACDE) in Gwalior. This advanced
training program, spanning approximately 20 weeks, covers air combat tactics,
mission planning, tactical decision-making, and combat leadership. Bhawana
Kanth joined the IAF in June 2016 and was among the first batch of female fighter
pilots, alongside Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh. Her achievement reflects
the growing participation of women in high-level military roles, as well as the
broader themes of women's empowerment and gender equality within the Indian
Armed Forces.

mocktest.in - facebook.com/mocktest.in 11/35



MOCKTEST.IN ¢ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 09 August 2026

Indian Air Force Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth has achieved a significant mile-
stone by becoming the first female fighter pilot to successfully complete the Fighter
Combat Leader (FCL) course at the Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment
(TACDE) in Gwalior. This accomplishment highlights the increasing involvement of
women in the Indian Air Force's advanced combat training programs.

Significance of the Fighter Combat Leader Course

The FCL course is an advanced training program lasting approximately 20 weeks, de-
signed to train selected fighter pilots for complex air combat missions. It provides spe-
cialized training in areas such as advanced air combat tactics, mission planning, tactic-
al decision-making, combat leadership, complex air operations, and coordination
between different aircraft types. It represents a level of advanced tactical training that
goes beyond standard fighter pilot training.

Role of TACDE and the Indian Air Force

TACDE, located in Gwalior, is a premier institution of the Indian Air Force that provides
advanced air combat tactics and operational training to fighter pilots. The objective of
courses like the FCL is to groom pilots who can play a pivotal role in planning, leading,
and executing complex air operations, rather than merely operating fighter aircraft on
an individual basis.

Bhawana Kanth's Military Journey

Hailing from Darbhanga, Bihar, Bhawana Kanth is an engineering graduate who joined
the Indian Air Force in June 2016. She was part of the first batch of female fighter pilots
in the Indian Air Force, alongside Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh. In 2019, she be-
came the first Indian woman to be cleared to fly fighter aircraft during the day. The
completion of the FCL (Fighter Conversion Course) marks another significant milestone
in her military aviation career.

The Growing Role of Women in the Military

Bhawana Kanth's achievement reflects the expanding opportunities and roles for wo-
men within the Indian Armed Forces. Women's participation is no longer confined to
non-combat or limited roles; it is extending into areas such as combat aviation and ad-
vanced tactical training. This aligns with the broader concepts of gender equality, equal
opportunity, and women-led development.

Significance for UPSC

This topic is relevant to both UPSC GS Paper-II and GS Paper-IIL. In GS-II, it can be un-
derstood in the context of gender equality, women's empowerment, and equal oppor-
tunity; in GS-III, it relates to defense modernization, military training, air power, and
national security. Bhawana Kanth's achievement demonstrates that modern military
capability does not rely solely on state-of-the-art weaponry; human resources, ad-
vanced training, leadership qualities, and gender inclusion are also vital components
of an effective defense system.
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Successful Test of Agni-4: Strengthening India's Strategic
Deterrence

IN SHORT

On August 6, 2026, India successfully test-fired the Agni-4 ballistic missile from the
Integrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur, Odisha, under the aegis of the Strategic
Forces Command (SFC). Agni-4 is a Medium-Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM) de-
veloped by the DRDO to bolster India's strategic deterrence capabilities. The mis-
sile incorporates advanced navigation, guidance, and material technologies and
can be operated from a mobile launcher. This test is significant in strengthening
India's strategic autonomy, credible minimum deterrence, and self-reliance in the
defense sector.

India successfully test-fired the Agni-4 ballistic missile on August 6, 2026, from the In-
tegrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur, Odisha. The test was conducted under the aegis
of the Strategic Forces Command (SFC), and all operational and technical parameters of
the missile were successfully validated.

What is Agni-4?

Agni-4 is an Indian surface-to-surface Medium-Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM). It is a
crucial component of India's Agni missile series and contributes to strengthening the
nation's strategic deterrence capabilities. It was developed under the indigenous mis-
sile development program of the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO).

Role of the Strategic Forces Command

The Agni-4 test was conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command (SFC).
The SFC is a vital command responsible for the operation and management of India's
strategic nuclear capabilities. Such tests are crucial for maintaining India's 'Credible
Minimum Deterrence' and ensuring the operational readiness of its strategic systems.

Key technical features of Agni-4

Agni-4 incorporates modern navigation and guidance systems alongside advanced ma-
terial technology. It can be operated from a road-mobile launcher, thereby enhancing
its mobility and operational flexibility. The ballistic missile follows a ballistic trajectory
for a significant portion of its flight path and utilizes high speed to strike targets at long
ranges.

Significance for India's strategic deterrence

The successful test of Agni-4 strengthens India's strategic autonomy and indigenous de-
fense capabilities. Reliable missile systems constitute a crucial component of India's
nuclear deterrence policy. Regular testing allows for the assessment of the missile's re-
liability, operational readiness, and technical performance. It also promotes indigenous
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defense technology, aligning with India's goal of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant
India) in the defense sector.

Broader significance for UPSC

This development is significant for the UPSC General Studies Paper-III (Security). It can
be linked to themes such as nuclear deterrence, missile technology, defense self-reli-
ance, strategic stability, and national security. Principles like 'credible minimum de-
terrence' and 'No First Use' (NFU) are crucial contexts within India's security policy.
Furthermore, the development of indigenous systems by the DRDO aids in enhancing
India's strategic autonomy. Thus, the Agni-4 test is not merely a missile trial but part of
India's long-term effort to build technical and strategic capabilities.

World Lion Day—A Day for Raising Awareness About Lion
Conservation and Global Biodiversity (ISR LIE

IN SHORT

World Lion Day is observed on August 10th, aiming to raise awareness about lion
conservation, the protection of their natural habitats, and the threats they face. As
apex predators, lions play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance but
face challenges such as habitat loss, human-wildlife conflict, and poaching. In In-
dia, Asiatic lions are primarily found in the Gir landscape of Gujarat, and various
initiatives, including 'Project Lion,' are underway for their conservation.

World Lion Day is celebrated annually on August 10th. Its objective is to raise aware-
ness regarding lion conservation, the protection of their natural habitats, and the
threats lions face globally. This day highlights the importance of public participation in
wildlife conservation and underscores the significance of conservation efforts.

Ecological Significance of Lions

Lions play a vital role as apex predators within their ecosystems. They contribute to
maintaining the food chain and ecological balance by regulating herbivore popula-
tions. Therefore, lion conservation is not limited to protecting a single species but is
linked to the health of the entire ecosystem.

Major Threats Facing Lions

Globally, lions face challenges such as habitat loss and fragmentation, human-wildlife
conflict, poaching and the illegal wildlife trade, and a decline in prey species. Agricul-
tural expansion, infrastructure development, and increasing human activities have
exerted pressure on lion habitats in many regions.
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Conservation of Asiatic Lions in India

The Asiatic lions found in India primarily inhabit the Gir landscape of Gujarat. The Gir
National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary serves as a key hub for Asiatic lion conservation.
In India, the conservation of Asiatic lions is carried out under the Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972, and through various conservation programes.

Project Lion and Conservation Efforts

The Government of India launched Project Lion to ensure the long-term conservation
of Asiatic lions. Its objectives include safeguarding the lion population, managing their
habitat, addressing potential challenges such as diseases and natural disasters, and ex-
panding the conservation area. Emphasis is also placed on developing alternative hab-
itats to mitigate the risks associated with concentrating the lion population within a
single geographical region.

Significance for UPSC

World Lion Day is relevant to UPSC topics such as biodiversity conservation, wildlife
conservation, ecosystems, human-wildlife conflict, and protected areas. Notably, Asiatic
lions are listed as 'Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List. The fact that their natural distri-
bution in India is primarily confined to Gujarat highlights critical issues such as 'single-
population risk' and 'conservation translocation.' This topic is important for both GS
Paper-III (Environment & Ecology) and the UPSC Preliminary Examination.
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Which Indian Grandmaster won the St. Louis Rapid and
Blitz 2026 title?

Which award was conferred upon the 12 rat-hole
miners involved in the Silkyara Tunnel rescue opera-
tion?

Provisions related to which digital payment system
were amended in the Taxation and Other Laws

(Amendment) Bill, 20267

How many entities are included in the RBI's NBFC-Up-
per Layer list for the financial year 2026-27?

What is the primary social objective of the ‘Nijut Moina’
scheme?

Who became the first woman fighter pilot to complete
the Fighter Combat Leader Course at TACDE?

Which missile did India successfully test-fire on August
6, 20267

On which date is World Lion Day observed every year?

Under the aegis of which organization was the Agni-4
missile tested?

In which region are Asiatic lions primarily found in In-
dia?

R. Praggnanandhaa

Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha
Padak

UPI

17

Prevention of child marriage
and promotion of higher
education for female
students

Squadron Leader Bhawana
Kanth

Agni-4 ballistic missile

August 10

Strategic Forces Command
(SFC)

Gir Landscape of Gujarat
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Practice Quiz 8 ITEMS

Who won the 2026 St. Louis Rapid & Blitz title?

(a) Javokhir Sindarov (b) R. Praggnanandhaa
(c) Wesley So (d) Levon Aronian

Ans. (B) R. Praggnanandhaa

SOLUTION

Indian Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa won the 2026 St. Louis Rapid & Blitz title with a score of
23.5/36, finishing 1.5 points ahead of Javokhir Sindarov. This victory earned him US$50,000 and 13
GCT points, strengthening his position for the 2026 GCT Finals.

How many 'rat-hole miners' were awarded the 'Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak' for the
Silkyara Tunnel rescue operation?

(a) 10 (b) 12
(c) 15 (d) 20
Ans. (B) 12
SOLUTION

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari awarded the 'Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak' to 12 rat-hole miners
for their courage and selfless service during the Silkyara Tunnel rescue operation. The 'Jeevan Rak-
sha Padak' is awarded to individuals who display courage in saving human lives and comprises
three categories: Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak, and Jeevan Raksha
Padak.

The Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, amends provisions related to
which of the following?

(a) Income Tax Act (b) Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007
(c) Companies Act, 2013 (d) Banking Regulation Act, 1949

Ans. (B) Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007

SOLUTION

The Lok Sabha passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, providing a legal basis
to determine MDR or other charges on certain digital payments in the future; however, charges have
not been immediately imposed on all UPI transactions. In July 2026, UPI recorded 23.66 billion trans-
actions with a total value of approximately ¥29.88 lakh crore, reflecting the growing expansion of
digital payments in India.
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How many NBFCs are included in the NBFC-Upper Layer list for the financial year
2026-27?

(@) 15 (b) 16
()17 (d) 18
Ans. (C) 17
SOLUTION

The RBI released the revised list of NBFCs in the 'Upper Layer' for the financial year 2026-27, com-
prising 17 NBFCs; REC, PFC, IRFC, and HUDCO have entered the Upper Layer for the first time. Under
the RBI's Scale-Based Regulation, NBFCs are classified into Base, Middle, Upper, and Top Layers; Tata
Sons remains on the list, while PNB Housing Finance and Sammaan Capital have been excluded.

To which category of female students was the Nijut Moina scheme extended in 20267

(a) Only school students (b) Only ITT students
(c) Polytechnic students (d) Only PhD students

Ans. (C) Polytechnic students

SOLUTION

The Assam government launched the 2026-27 application process for the ‘Chief Minister’s Nijut
Moina’ and ‘Nijut Babu’ schemes, aimed at promoting higher education, academic continuity, wo-
men's empowerment, and the prevention of child marriage. In 2026, the Nijut Moina scheme was ex-
tended to polytechnic students and students in the seventh semester of integrated PG courses; addi-
tionally, financial assistance of ¥15.86 crore and ¥4.26 crore was provided for 793 flood-affected
schools and 21,025 students, respectively.

Who became the first female fighter pilot to complete the FCL course?

(a) Avani Chaturvedi (b) Mohana Singh

(c) Bhawana Kanth (d) Shivangi Singh

Ans. (C) Bhawana Kanth

SOLUTION

Indian Air Force Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth became the first female fighter pilot to complete
the Fighter Combat Leader (FCL) course at TACDE, Gwalior, which provides training in advanced air
combat tactics and tactical leadership. Having joined the IAF in June 2016, Bhawana Kanth was
among the first female fighter pilots alongside Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh; her achieve-
ment reflects women's empowerment and gender equality in the military sector.
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Which category of missile is Agni-4?

(a) Short Range Ballistic Missile (SRBM) (b) Medium Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM)

(c) Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) (d) Cruise Missile

Ans. (B) Medium Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM)

SOLUTION

On August 6, 2026, India successfully test-fired the Agni-4 MRBM from the ITR in Chandipur, Odisha;
the test was conducted under the aegis of the SFC and utilized advanced navigation and guidance
technology. Developed by the DRDO, this mobile-launcher-based missile strengthens India's strategic
deterrence, strategic autonomy, and defense self-reliance.

In which region are Asiatic lions primarily found in India?

(a) Kaziranga (b) Gir landscape

(c) Sundarbans (d) Kanha

Ans. (B) Gir landscape

SOLUTION

World Lion Day is observed on August 10 with the aim of raising awareness about lion conservation,
the protection of natural habitats, and challenges such as human-wildlife conflict and poaching. In
India, Asiatic lions are primarily found in the Gir landscape of Gujarat, and various efforts—
including 'Project Lion'—are being undertaken for their conservation.

Answer Key
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
B B B C C C B B
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gHaERST 8 wfafda
T TSR 10 wRafeat
31T U 8 yffat

mocktest.in - facebook.com/mocktest.in 20/35



MOCKTEST.IN ¢ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 09 August 2026

TR 8 wRfR

3R, WTT A Shiar de qed Yas ¢ fedest 2026 fEam

GEL

YR AR AR, WG A e ggd Mg Ue fediest 2026 ¥ A9 R &l (U1 Ugan f&are
Sfiar1 31 36 # & 23.5 3ich gIfAd o Isafched™ & STaeR fHeRia &l 1.5 3ih! § Iia Sl
TG A AUE 3R feciest g aRoTl | eHGR FRaRdT fd@rs 8iR Teh 3R Ugd &l faae gffead
R o fRare & 917 3% 50,000 3R SferR 3R 13 GCT 3ies A, f[9d 2026 GCT wig—a
& g 37ht QTR ASTgd g3

YR FeARR 3R, WG 7 de s s U feorgst 2026 e 99 X ufddifiar &1 Rade sitae?
WRA ! HARTEY AAIST H Agaqul Gheld faelrs | Tg He Jod AU Ue feoiest # Ieh! ugel Radma g1

ufaaifiar § warg &1 ueei=

20 aufg GG A pet 36 # F 23.5 3ich g1 fohy 3R gER WIF WR @ Isafched™ & Sraifer Rl
& 1.5 3ieht & SicR & NS BT I8 R gAffie & aruft dgd aa1g <t ok sifom &R @ va 2R uga &
f@are gfsaa oe formam

Mz iz fediest urey & ARazar

gfaaifrdr # gget AUe =RoT 3R I8 a9 feerest @rur SifSid fohar man| yHrg A ug =Ror # Aeigd
Ui o dgd a8 2T feetest aror & oft I srm v ferest & sifaw =t §R & 35 3 Sff4, 5 gF ok
hael 1 R gof chl, ST Ieh! ARARAT 8TR gaTa & UG e hY e ot gifar 81

SeifEr Rerla #t fid siear R@ae

gHHg 3R IsfhEd™ & Siraifer feria & &t gerraer ufaaifiidr e gg@ srmervur @1 Heria &
SR GE1d & dTF]g WG = U dgd ST i1 [HeRia & |1 gf & €16 WG A Ueh aR AW @d
B IO Sru= A1 &R o) gAfAe & sifan SR # IgiA ol sRifAa+ & |ry +ff gf @el

TR 3R s A9 R 3

f@are Sita= IR wHgE @t 50,000 MR SferR i GREhR A 3R 13 3 A9 R (GCT) 3ieh fAet | g
I IR g FaifER f4eRa &t 10 GCT i 3R 40,000 TR, STafch dier &I & a%clt &t &t 8 GCT
3ieh 3R 30,000 e fAet| & GCT 3feh 2026 & ¥ I ¢ hIsd H S8 I I 3® & Agaquf g1

UPSC & faq wga

g U YR <hl Wl Fe-iid, JaT UfdT, Defl o IR0 3R TSt H YR & dgd UHd & GaH #
Hgwqui 51 UPSC # 38 SR Wel UidAATE, MR hl Wel IUT(edT, aT UfaT, st Td Eive
greR S v § ST S eobaT g1 fAdy &0 § wHTHe & herdl YR H Td<ST i It aAteh i 3R
SAET TR R IRAT RISt & Aot uaei &f qeridt g1
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Rt g3 TarawiEal ot ‘gataa sfta en ugaw’, ket ik siaar-
ufafehar 1 Icpe IqTERoT
&g #
g FEt e TeeRd 7 v 3 sara sifvam § arew ok fwared dar & fog 12 Ye argd
& gatad S 387 uge & g fhar| Rermr sama Sif9a wRd &t SmueT vsiem &1F T,
Ig-Toie FHer SR @Rd sr=ima gfdfehar 1 Agayul e80T 81 Siia 87 ugeh HId Sita- s
& foiv w1ed iR darar feem aret safaat &t faar Sirar @ ik sudh! i Sftai—adtaw, san
3R Sfig 8T Ugeh g1 Ig YREhR ANTRGI & HIY-H1Y T del, Yfard iR sAfmem daratt &
U hiHal aht Wi foam ST Hehd 8, F21d 3-7ent e ReiRd shder & W gt

Fa T Uikagd Td et Hat fAfaT meat 3 Riemr i sa1a sif9a= & SremeRor 91gd iR
e} Qa1 & fotw 12 e Ars- ot gatay Sfiae &7 uges @ gnad fahar 78 et 7 maifSid guRig
# 3% 2ol g8 U1 A e HfAeh! ol GRiaa areR Feprer & shfed aifoam & aivrem & e wifaa femar
T

fAer T= g sif g &1 Aga

ORI G Sara Sif 9T ol §Tcd & auT o Fa AUl JaTg A1 § & Goh JHT 7471 ST &
G & SR Bl HfAh! Ik Ugan SR 376 griard aTeR eprel o folq fafea aeaitent e faLest & ot
AT T TRITI I T WRA <l STUST Usig &HdT, Sg-Usidl 9H=ad 3R @Rd srara ufdfehar &
HE oh Iifchd Pt B

Sfie=1 2811 ueeh Ram 82

Sfe &1 UGeh 3 afaadl st UeH foham Siar § St #1a Sfiad s/ & fog a1, darar oiR A
JIGHT I UG hd &1 Ig GREhR g, 317, fastell & gTcch, UThfdeh 3TUaT, Ug] SThHUT qUT &=
greATel St aRfRIfGaT # Sfaw qem aret argdt Rt & foiw faar S Fendr 81 39! 7o Seed Sifaw
ISTHR GERT Al Siter ST dTet ARTRER] ehl AT IR TR FHATHT &1 81

Sfta= 281 uae <6t i siforat

Sfta e uges di9 Aot # ueH fahar SITdT §—aaiH Sftae 81T Uges, 3 Sita- 81T Ugeh iR Sfta
&1 YGeh | FaldH Sita- &1 Ugeh gdied Jufl 8 3R sicia Sifenygut akfRfaat & sramemor argd & a1
Sftes Ta= aret aafad ot far SITar 81 S99 Stiae 8T Ugdh @dv-Teh URfRAfAaT § 9189 vd daaRdr &
foiq, STaifes Sftae &t uges iR SifEw & it fhg 7T ageht srame ard & fog weH fokar Sirar &1

T, AR R STgHIG

I8 AR fordd! off Il g8y & Afed ot faan S SerdT &1 9 e, gfeld a1 Ar=aar ur
Sffre Sarefi & gewl & foiv gara Rl T e @ WR g1 A1eT | Isal, dhg nfad ueer 3fik
el ATl gRT A1fich TR TR ATHIhH fhy SITd 8| QREAR GfAfd Sfiae s/ &t g1 &t arta & &
Foiex aut & Hftar AT S ST dhed! & 3R JRERR at FgiRa ufchar & g sifaw wigpfa & STt
8l
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UPSC & faq wgequf aea 3iR aaraes dgaf

FaH Sfia 81T UG o 91 ¥2 o1, I<H STa- 87T UG & a1 T1.5 oG 3R Sfia- 387 ugeh & a1y
1 TG T YR -Ichg YREHR T ST1dT 81 39 SifdRad uges ofiR UAT-us ugH fohg &ird &1 UPSC
& felu g Hg1 3muar e, 3muar SifEH <ol (DRR), i gra, o fAufor, Swmd aw@=y,
ARTRS FRAT 3R 2= i ufdfhar &mdr & Sier ST Hahdl &1 ReeRT gedr gg ot qufdt € fos Sifea
rmugratt & e # dch-iich! fastvrar & are-ary R gifien! 3R ST TR & JarachiHal 1 3rgHd
fohd=T Agaquf gt wendT &

UPI tR SHIfad ek &l i IRa1 Gar, f2fSiee e caawn d ga1
CL Cf

g8 #

SARTHT = PN T 3 i (HMe) faden, 2026 umika fhar, Sed BfSea mam w®
s § geen e Sgawn & fg et smaR f&ar T g1 g9e o g g ¢ foh weft UPI
TAFIE IR dcehTdl Y[eeh AT 81 T &; YJoeh TRehR hl STfagaT 8k fAawt & a8 &t ] 8hm| TRAR
wiaw # go f3fSed 9id™ W Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) a1 3= geeh AgiRd &
Gohell 8, STafch F© e Yech-Had W@ ST Tohd &1 Seits 2026 H UPI 7 23.66 3RE o-ia,
ST ¥29.88 G IS & Hed oh 1Y HRA ohl f3fSed Ta Faeam & u-t dgdl Jffrehr ot
gt

SANRTHT & U T 3T HIA (Fened) Adaes, 2026 TiRd fomar 81 RAddes & e vd Fue
gurett fafA=d, 2007 (Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007) & e fohar M €,
o8 &g TR ot sfAgfa fefSea yram gonfadt w wiidsy # gies dde e RuiRa & @
I SMYUR WAetdT g1 Agaqul a1 I8 & fob 39 fagges & uRd g9 & dchict UPI Y[ech @R T8 goi &
gIeeh d+t gTell g ST IR Heifdrd sifarga ok am ot et

UPI UR [ceh o1 a1 31 o/am 82

fagres @ft UPI a1ea IR SifAart gJeeh 81 @I, afceh SRR Y I8 a3 e i Qfert adT & b apt-9
fefSieat yram a-ee eer-ard 87 3R fhd W Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) a1 3= ReiRa
ek THTAT ST FehdT g1 38feiy 38 UPI WR dehiet Jech T o SSid Ueh i1 U AT gfar dar
A & &Y H ST 11T

MDR T & 3R S9ehT Hgd il 27

Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) a8 {Jeeh & S SrH=Ia: f3fSieet it WiehR et aret ARy i
3R A ufehar & ¢ AT hl AT ST 81 $TH sch, T TUTelt 3R 37 Haifdd dar vgrar
A 8 Gehd §1 UPI & a2 GHH WR fARdR & G127 9 Td STaiRaT, AT8eR GRE, ok, THwehvT 3R
RETe @RTd Sgd! g1 HHTfdd MDR Sa=IT & 383 2fSiea yfram uikf@fadht d &t RA<ia f@Ran
3R dieeprfeien feeprau & ot Spe1 81
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3T UPI SUANTehdl3il UR deehled WU g1

gaa H fohdt cafad grt aRar a1 s ot UPI & Aredw @ e 9o+ R 39 fAgae & BRUT W &l Ta1
gJeeh ATgl olTdT| 9fasT F [ech T aRAfdS UHd 39 a1d W 3R & foh TR o a-ie Sfor,
WA ounferdt 3R Sudiimerdalai el faga-T & Aredd & 8% SRR | @l 81 $Afcig Ig a1 Fal
T2l g 6 ot waft UPL ot #&7 8 STt 81 amaiRRat ofik amm=r Susiiear e ot foha T
d ge fHen, g sifdw fAaa ax MR &

UPI &1 srgar 3ifafas wge

9Rd # UPI f3fice ardsifer sraeamr (Digital Public Infrastructure) T G W 3318301 a4
ehT 81 Jells 2026 H UPI 7 23.66 3R ci-iad GuTed fhy, fS=ert St Hed o ¥29.88 &g ais
TET| AT I T F FTIATT ATHT 22% 3R Jed & 1T 19% Jheg gt ol T8 | I8 ¥R & R3fSea
YT o SATTeh TER a1 faiid o= & dsit 9 fefSieciienon et qarfar g1

UPSC @& fAq aumueh g

g HgT UPSC # 9Rdy srefaaaen, fBfSea adwifFe sewRem, o< wwmdsm, fhadss, Faws,
IuHterdT TReUT 3R f3fSieet srefegewr @ SieT ST WehdT 81 Teh MR Yoeh AT YA HUTTel! HTeleh!
&Y amTa 3R fa<iiy fRRar @ 2 8, a6l qast ok Srcafdes Yech f3fSicer Yira @l gdicafad &R Heha
g R BI¢ AURAT R §igT e Fehar g1 sdfaq fifd-AaAfor # ffSee gram 6 uga, wq &,
FITIR, IUHIHT fad 3R irar urikf@fdeht a5 i fa<ita fRIRar & sta dger agaguf ghmi

RBI & NBFC-Upper Layer &t 78 I=ht St R, R et fa=ftar dafaai
Ugetl IR nfae

&g #

RBI 4 fax ¥ 2026-27 & fig NBFC-Upper Layer (NBFC-UL) <t denfad gt SRt <hl,
fSr" geT 17 NBFCs 2ifiet €, STafch fOsett gt # 15 off I REC, PFC, IRFC 3R HUDCO ot
Ugell sk Upper Layer # nfAe fohar mam &, fOiad g9 W 3ifdes ok Ramdia At amy
ghifti RBI & Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) & dgd NBFCs @&t Base, Middle, Upper 3R
Top Layer & aficed feham Siram 8, /9" Upper Layer & 9181 3R Woleiiid ®Y & Agaqu
NBFCs 3dt §1 Tata Sons @ gdt # aRewR @M T §, Si@feh PNB Housing Finance 3R
Sammaan Capital Hnfad grdr ATEST & HRUT T8 Gt 7 A T8 8

YR Rerd & (RBI) = fad a¥ 2026-27 & faw Non-Banking Financial Company-Upper
Layer (NBFC-UL) < eniferd gt SRt <t &1 =18 gt & et 17 NBFCs vt 8, Siafcs fUeett gt &
15 §RITY off| I8 sgerg RBI gRT NBFC-UL i ugam= Heieft saaerm sl dHter ok denfdd Amds an]
ESSEXICACRIRCIE

IR "Rl NBFC ugelt IR Upper Layer & enfae

7% gt # REC Limited, Power Finance Corporation (PFC), Indian Railway Finance Cor-
poration (IRFC) 3R Housing & Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO) @&t Ugell IR
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NBFC-UL # enfier foram M g1 I8 dgena fasiy &9 & Agayul & i RBI A SRRt @ifda areft
NBFCs ! +ft @2nfda Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) & dgd 3ifdes ¥ fFamdia FiRm & arR
# A ! aRAT hI B

NBFC & faq Scale-Based Regulation @t 82

RBI & NBFCs & faiu Scale-Based Regulation (SBR) @7 fohar 8, fSiadh d8d NBFCs @t 3h
3TeRR, Tfafafdat ok SifEm 6t gpfd & maR W IR &Rl # Tifipd foear a1 8—Base Layer,
Middle Layer, Upper Layer 3R Top Layer| Upper Layer & 8! 2 3ifdeh UuTTeiiTd Aga areit
NBFCs 31Tt § 3R g1k foiu sdefiepa sifdies sakk Famdhia vd uddeft uraem @y gid &1

Upper Layer & A« g1 T TR 3R Aga

GMfad caawn & g8 3R $I NBFCs & uga™ & fag Asset Under Management (AUM) dfga
fafera AmEst 3R WhIRT ugfa o1 IulT fokaT SiTaT g1 &aTaeh 3897 I8 gfAfedd e & fos {99 NBFCs
&1 fa=ftar gorTeft W 31fdes g9Ta & Tehdl 8, 39 W uaid Ysit, SifEH Uder, 98 Yauior 3R hRuike
T geeft R 381 RBI & SBR @id # NBFC-UL & faiw enhanced regulatory oversight aer
large-exposure framework S¥ Uge HIS[G &

e 69 3R 3= dhufal @ 92 Aeeayuf a2

Tata Sons Private Limited @t ¥t Upper Layer ¥t | s9TQ @1 1 §1 glefitch, Upper Layer
Tt F 5 25 1 91f Ig AT & b 3T NBFC USHianvul ol dtepy ciferd fohelt siraed o1 aRome gt &
da gt a1 g1 g&l, PNB Housing Finance 3R Sammaan Capital 75 It # 2nfier gl § ifch d
GeMNfad ur=rdr AEs! hl Q1 81 ehed | RBI & fAa#i & 38R, Upper Layer # @iffgsd NBFC et grsidl
AMES ¥ dTex 814 & a1 +ft efRa srafd ae 3aa Hamer aid & sidwia @ i1 dendT 8|

UPSC @ fAq aamaes wga

I8 fawg vRdg fa<ita voreft, dfeh gar, NBFCs, faxita f@Ikar $ik RBI < fAamehia ffie & ded
# Agaqul g1 NBFCs Sfeht Uutleft & HHM ST TR & dTel s 81 aid, cifch d kU1, UHTeRT
o, g e R i e Rl darei F meeyul yfiver R &1 S€t NBEC & saw sifam
fa=fta gumTett & et TehdT §; safelg RBI T Scale-Based Regulation gfeentur fa=fiar & & systemic
risk &t IR e, SfEF-anenRa widernT sem ok faxita fRxar gffaa & & uaw 81 ag a7
UPSC & GS Paper IlI—Indian Economy, Banking Sector, Financial Regulation, Financial
Stability 3fiR Systemic Risk & STeT ST GehdT &1
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31 H Y ‘R Agar ok Fsga a1 gisi—3=a fAen, dfas g
3R a1t fAarg Awam™ ) SR EXD

&g #

ITH WER = ‘GEaHa 9l Aigr iR Fis[d I aiemneit & foig 2026-27 i 3mde ufehar
% Y, ForTenT S8 ear Ia fem ofik Aeifies fARaraT ot argrar &1 1 FASId wig-T Aot srEnet &t
fo<fta ggrar daR I fAenm & foiv dicarfed &R & T1Y a1 fdarg Ay ofR #fgen
GLTeRAIhR0T TR higd &1 2026 & AT & fawdr difeicfama ame 8k Tehlehd TdehiR
3t 81 T B, SH R A I THIfad 793 Whell o folg ¥15.86 a8 3R 21,025 BHET & foig
¥4.26 IS i TgrIdT Gifva hi, o et &t suaT-ufaRierds edT ol Serar e

A WHR A ‘FrgwEit FAspd Jtgr ok P a1 aisrei & felw 2026-27 < 3 ufehar & &
3 81 grwsl fgHar foar ¥RAT A 6 3FTRd 2026 <t T[aTgict # 3T U fdavur &t sftuaiRes wed
Y| T TrSTT3TT bl AT 32T 3 HIEAHG TR & d1q [denteal ol fo<ita Igradr Iudtee T 3T
frem deh uga 3k Narfores AT el srerar 1 8|

gt fAsga Aigar gisr—asfaal 6 faeam uwr Ry wiew

S HigHT IS o1 T Ie37 SIS oh 37Tffeh TERIAT Gohe S5 Sed (A& SIRT 3@ & folw Uieanfad
AT g1 AT T Geh Hgaqul FTHISISh 38T &1eT [daTg ht Aepdm™ T &1 anfder Tgradm & Aread &
TWHR ST bl AT F ¢ R@=1 ATRAT §, d1fch & 0 39 H fAarg & Ioia 3w fAerm iR i
faenra &Y faem & ot 5/g Heh| 2024-25 H T 1.6 @R BEY 36 ATHI=<d g8, STafeh 2025-26 #
AT et T 9 4 g e Ug! |

2026 H TISTET AT SRIRT S/ 1T

A DR 7 2026 H S AT IS bl UradT T fawaR fohar &1 o fFafRa «raf st g1 e aret
gifercfamen uTaashd 6t BEMY ot 36 IRR & e &1 9 SifdRed Ydhihd FdeR dTeashA &
ITad FAER # Sregg=Ra ure s ol ot @ fear S @1 81 < grar SRt w@R & fog Fafaa
3ufEIfq, S 3R Ugrs & ufd ufdagdr S AdE Agayquf g1

At a1g s—orEt & fae fasha agrar

fASId aTg AT =7 AreAfieh, Fde 3R FdhR TR W IR U= @61 St fo<diia ggrar ueH
TRt 1 ST 32T fAem Y ava T gRaRT R yzA aret snffep qara ot wH e 3R fenfefat ot
AU UG SIRY 3@ & fely vicTied am g1 fUset af et 50,000 © 6 AT & ArHIi=d gy,
Srafch aTeg a¥ # T 70,000 HfARed ST bl MfAe et 1 A& gl

forerr & Trar gmTfAies 3R SMUST-Uee A

& FiTaTl T Agd dhadt fa<ig Ggradar da i 8l 81 A g frer, afgen geradiaror ok I
faarg Ahem P gk a1y i wedl €, stafes FAspd arg fen & g9 sraeR ek AFa et fAmfor )
Ffed g1 Y TR R Y WK A 1¢ uuifad fIeUrR, wRisea, SkRee 3R Memare Sl & 793
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el o folg ¥15.86 axig a1 RIGETR iR TR18qd & 21,025 BH1 & [y 34.26 HIE FHI TgradT Hi
Hiyor il s9d fAe g 6 smuer-ufaiees emdr (Disaster Resilience) & Aga &t +ff gwem S
TopdT Bl

UPSC & faq aamass Aga

g8 Ygdd SDG-4 (ura<ryuf frem), SDG-5 (ciffies F\™dn), Afgem Ferekdtenvor, AT dsft f[Amfor,
TSI IR 3R a1t faarg 3= & gt &1 UPSC # g4 39 gt § HgHr Agayqui ¢ fob haet
fAemerit & iR ST vate €l &; enfifs e, IS QRem ofik Rfed derfore arararor &
Hrezw § e 6 FRaxar gRfeaa s off smasae &1 Fsd mig st afara dsmrg g gurfdt € &
ST TN e Aifd ot ImTfSien UR & are & &9 | o 3TdATe o dend! &

HTGAT <hd I1 IAF <ht ugett Afgar ‘wrger shie sy, 9= fa=a o
dAfer gHEar 6l 98 A

G

WRAT IR TAT hl WHATg 1S WG o TaiferaR f@&d TACDE # Fighter Combat Leader
(FCL) Course G &< dTell Ugelt AT ISR URITIC 1| T 20 T8 & 39 39d UfRieor
# ga1$ gg i, s wnfAm, amfke fofa ofik gg Aqa &1 uferor faar sirar &1 e &s
S 2016 # IAF # 2mfieT g8 ofR eral agdat g digr g & @1y ygelt Afgell ®iger urgerc! #
e off| S9! Iuafed YR e gl & Afger e, dfiies ga T 8k ST O
yfepralt 7 afgareit st st YrfaRY & g2rfdt 81

IR arg T chl TS 18X HIaHT o = TaTferar [ Tactics and Air Combat Development
Establishment (TACDE) # Fighter Combat Leader (FCL) Course ¥%edrgdes QT e areil
Tgcll AfgelT HIgeR URIeic I+ HecdqUl 3UATed BT i &1 I U HRATI arg T & Iea&ig
a1 ufdteror & Afgenan Y gedt wriigrRt st gfd 81

Fighter Combat Leader Course T Hgd

FCL Course @i 20 HATg T 3ad UfASTUT shrichd g, e Tafad @1gig urderd] &l Sifeet gars g5
AT & g ufAfera fovar STaT 81 399 37d 8418 gg 0T, fAiee e, amies Fofa-fafon, gg
Aq@, Sfea garg Tarer ofk fafvm Rt & dta aaag 9 vggei wR gy uferor faar sar 81 38
T HhIgeR UTIeie TAET0T & 311 o1 STaeaeid dres UiRiemT g1

TACDE 3R WReta arg |41 & 9fffent

a1felR f®&Id TACDE YR arg ST T Toh WiRa IRAM 8, St o8l Urdelcl @bl 3ad Air Combat
Tactics 3fR gRaTerd Ufreror e &rdr g1 FCL S UTadehy bl 3220 U URIele ddR AT § STt chadl
FfFTd ®U & 2% fAH Faifeld e & Soig SIfed garg AfHamT &t Iiern, Aga ok amRe
AT | Agaqut AT T |
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HIGHT @ Y =7 g1

fIER & R @ Gafy @A areft AT de AR Fras § ok S 2016 § YR arg 41 &
A gS1 T8 fa-t agdal SR Higa g & Wy YR arg T1 Y Ugelt Al HIgex URIee] & 9Hg
&1 fgwar &1 g 2019 # @ 3 & THa @1g1g fad e & faig sifdgpd gie arelt Ugell WRdla Afger
g1 FCL Course &t 3uafed 3k 9= faA™+ hiaR & gop 3R Agayqul Hiet I ueer g1

&= & # afgemait i ggelt syfe

HTT ha i ITATd YR A Jcil | Afgenai & iy dgd g iR YAHI-faER &t qerfdl &
Afgerat &t wrfiet o Faa R-Jges a1 WfAd Yfewrel d Ffga T8 &, afcs @grg faam= ik
STARIT gMRe ufdemr S & a6 oft faxaikad g @ g1 a8 Gender Equality, Equal
Opportunity 3k Women-led Development &l ST LR o =T 8l

UPSC & faw =umaes A

gg HggT UPSC GS Paper-II 3fR GS Paper-III ST & STieT S dhdT g1 GS-11 F & oifiieh AT,
ATEAT GeraritenvoT 3R THH aeR & Teof # qar GS-IIT # e smgfchian<ur, &= uferor, arg sifa
3R AET Y& & TeH H GHSIT ST FehdT 8| HIGHT o hl Iuafed Ig ST & b angfAes E= emar
Fhae IATYgfes gfIaRT R AR 781 el afees A d9Tem, Ssevadia g, Aqa edar 3R «fie
GATAA I g} I8 el & HgAYUl Ueeh gl

31f1-4 1 Ahet gfieror, MR 6 Torifaes ufaRtees amar &) weret

G

URd 7 6 3T 2026 HY 31if3en & TR fA [TR T #1f-4 fAfes Barser o1 awher gdteror
fohar, [ SFC & darayr™ # fohar manl sifH-4 s AegA gt 6t Ifeifes ffarsea (MRBM) &,
fSreep1 faehrd DRDO = 9Rd oht 0Tifdeh UfaRierch e st Hoted dhed o foig fovarr g1 foamser o
3Ad AfaieH, meeg R arft tenfiht a1 IuiT fohar T € 9T I8 HiERd AR 9 Idifed
Y ST Fehd &1 T§ TRI&IUT 9RA <l UHIfdeh Wradl, faeqe-ia =gaw uforieres emar ofk em
&3 § STAfRAT ot HoTgd ahet ot ferm & Ayt g1

YRd 9 6 ™A 2026 HI 3MifSem & FidigR f&d Integrated Test Range (ITR) & 3if-4 dfdifea
TS o1 ather uRterur fahar| gg uteror Strategic Forces Command (SFC) & daraser & fosar mar
3R gH fAaTse o 9ot gRamer gd deprilch! ARl sl TtheldTgdeh TTfud fohaT |

if -4 e @2

3if-4 9Ra & Medium Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM) &oft &t ddg & ¥dg R AR HeA areit
fcfess Baresd 81 a8 vRa &t eifty fraTse sjaet &1 Fe@yu e & ok 391 i yurifae faRiaw
&FAT Y Folgd e | ANTGH et 81 SHT fAehrd 28T g™ vd fdem de (DRDO) & wasft
fAraTse faehre ehrieh & sicrd gam g1
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Strategic Forces Command &t syffyast

3if-4 1 Tderur Strategic Forces Command (SFC) & damae™ # fhar marl SFC 9Rd i
RuTHifdes TRHATY] erAdTelt & Hamerd SR Udyd ¥ Hdifdd Agayul &AM 81 39 TR & URIET0T YR i
fasgafia gaaw ufaRiges emdr (Credible Minimum Deterrence) @l sH1¢ 3@ 3R 0HIfdew
gunferal ht afare dardr gAfad e # Agayuf gid g

-4 &Y i ikl fAdrwand

31f-4 7 smggfAes AfaTe iR Meew yonferat dom Iad ArTilt Uenfieht 1 SuahT fohaT T 81 Ig HEh-
JMETRA HieTsd dAf=ar G TdTfeld Sl ST Gabd! g, [STaT sgh! TTfafierar ek uRare+ adtemu sedr g1
e faTsa o= 35T Uy & Uah Heaqu fowd # afaifies uatdass 1 Srgerur el & o el gt
R A&7 Pl He o foly I3 71 T STANT el g

uRd &l Wrifae ufaRiere eraar & deof & aga

3MfT-4 1 Thel TRI&IUT WRA <l UM WrRdT SR el &M &mdT &t Asfed xdT 81 fasawa
foreTsa yonferat TR &t ozAT] ufaRieds Hifd & Ag@yul gedl d § g g1 Fafid ateron & Arenm @
rarsa it fRAega-iaar, aRare™ darar 8k dedich! Uese &1 3ffehe fhar ST 81 I8 YIRT &
Atmanirbhar Bharat in Defence @&3 & g%y @aeft 2er Urenfidht ol «ff sgrar 3at 81

UPSC & fAQ aumaeh wgea

gg g1 UPSC GS Paper-III (Security) & g #Agayqefl g1 39 WA ufdRiege emdr, e
Glertfivehy, &1 AR, IuHifae fRIRaT iR AL GREM & ST ST Hehdl &1 YR <hl GR& Aifd d
credible minimum deterrence 3R No First Use (NFU) Si¥ fagidi ol @& Agaqui 81 91 &,
DRDO gRrT Wesft yunfarat &1 faerd wRd &t orifde @rar e # 98/ g1 39faig 31f-4 o
feem g1

faeg R fRaa—2RY & Hraror 3k Afeaes Sg-fRAfaerdr & ufa SIFRsRdT &1
Raa EEXELED

CE L

23 SR fGad 10 3T &t AATAT ST €, fSreenT g2 R & TREUT, UTeplden STaTH ch FREMT 3R
3Th I Hi[g @axl & Ufd Sechal g 81 2R 2fif fAIRT (Apex Predator) & &9 &
TR Tger ST e & Fgagef e Frd & Ak simare g1, Fa-awashia ey efik
3rae fIAR St AT 1 FHAT e 36 &1 R | TIRIATS R G ToRid & R uRgeg 7 urg
ST 8 3R 3 TR&r0T & faig Project Lion afgd fafara v fopg 5 2@ €1

fasg 2R fa9 (World Lion Day) Ui gt 10 STTRd ol HHTAT SITAT & | ST 3637 LRI & GRET0T, 3%
UTepfaes Smare i grem ok afeae TR wr ORI & e Hisg @Wal & Ufd SIReehdT dgHT 81 I8 fad
Fgofig GReTuT & 3| T &t wrfiert iR TReror yarl & qg ol 3&@ifchd dhedT &
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R 1 aiRfRAfas v

R 3 uiRfRfaeht = # i fAeRRt (Apex Predator) & %u # #gaqui Yf#ent At €1 & emehrgrt
Sftat <t arrardl st A s @rer @ iR urikf@fdes e sA1g W@ | aleH 3d §1 g9fely Rf
ST TRETUT chael Yeh YSTTd oh TRETUT deh HITAd -Tg! &, Sfceh GX ecosystem health & Jer1 fawar g1

R & O ugE @R

3feaer TR R R & A UTepfdes SMATT HT Joha iR fAdsH, AFa-a=gsia oy, fIeRr gd srde
ISt TR a1 R yeifaal & et St gHifaa 81 fiY iR, gRardt afen e ofik amda
Tfffen & gg @ o3 &1 A SRY & UTepfac SmaT W gaTd FeT 8l

W # Tframg oRY a1 wRaror
WRd H UTY ST dTet TS 2R (Asiatic Lion) YT &9 & ToRid & R ulkgea (Gir Landscape) #

UTq S1d &1 R IR e T aasita SIHaRUY UiRIATS SRT < HRETT ol T he g1 YR | TR 2R
T TRETUT ggoita TRefur 3rfafagy, 1972 ik fafds dreror srrfsrat & Areny & fobar Smar g1

HiStae a1 SR E9R&0T yard

Rd TRBR 3 Project Lion & y&ard Ui SRY & <eaifcies TRefor & fag &t &1 sar 32 oRi
et ST 2hY YRETT, ITch AT ol Teier, T Td TIer St Fuifdd gHifaal & FHoear qar @zeror &=
1 fOdR &A1 81 SRT hl STt St U gt Hiifcls &F # dhigd W@ & Siifed ot &7 A & g
Johfcres oAy faerfad et wR off SR e S 81

UPSC & faw wgea

fasg 2R fdaw @t UPSC # Sig-fafdear wxefon, a=gsiia TReiT, uiRfRifdeh! o3, AMa-g=isig duy 3k
Rferd &=t & STeT 51 "ehdT g1 fasiy w0 ¥ gfdang R IUCN Red List # Endangered 9ot # gefiag
&1 R # IR UTeplaes fAaRUT &g &U § T[oRid deh HifAd g1 Tehal-3rmaral Sif@HA (single
population risk) 3R conservation translocation Si& Hgf &t Agayqui s=1dT gl I fawa GS
Paper-III (Environment & Ecology) & ar9-argf UPSC Prelims & faig +ft #g<aqui 81
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AR & TfAas R g ®9 @ 5y & 7 e a2

d- clls1} 10 ufafeat
Ye 39 MUs Us feerest 2026 ol RAdTE fohd YRR fearer IR, WG
SHdTr?
eIt G aemg srfHae # 12 3¢ A=Y ol fhd &R & qat« Sfia &1 ugeh
grTAd fohar mar?
HIY T 31 I (Fenes) fagaes, 2026 # forg f3fSiee UPI
AT YUTTel! & Hafad uraem & dener foar mar?
fa=t af 2026-27 & foig RBI &t NBFC-Upper Layer gt & 17
fehat SRITQ enfiet 82
TSI HigAT TISTHT T U TSI 3839 I 872 a1t faarg & Awram iR BTt
& 3= e = gerar
TACDE # Fighter Combat Leader Course GT < dTeit ggelt THETEA SR WIgAT 6o
gl HIgex UTdeie s aHi?
6 3T 2026 ot YR A fohg TSt o1 ther uteror fhar? 3ifq-4 Afafees MaEa
fasa <R feaw ydes avf forg IRIE &t 7= A7t 82 10 37T
31f-4 fAaTEa a1 uterur fohe TiTaH & daraeT | foRar mar? |mRe o AT (SFC)

TSR &1 iR aRgea (Gir

Landscape)
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31T U< 8 ufafeaf

e 9 fus UE feoiest 2026 o1 fAdme fohaa sitar?

(a) STaifER fEera (b) 3TR. WITHE
(c) It &t (d) srai= s

3IR. (B) R. WHT<E

ATEIT

WRAT FSHARE AR, WHMG = e g9 fus s feoigst 2026 1 Ugen f&d 23.5/36 3idh o @1 SfidT 3R SIaifeEr
ferla @t 1.5 3 & AR Bien 59 sfid @ 3= 50,000 ARH! fer 3R 13 GCT 3iss e, fSad 2026 GCT Hreat
& folg S7eht R #oted g3 |1

ARt G sara if9am # foha Y A1g-14 ol FaiA Sfia- &7 Uaeh & gw1ad fosar mar?

(a)10 (b) 12
(€) 15 (d) 20
3. (B) 12

ATEAT

Feg it Afae TeRd A e G sama sifaam & 91w ok Awared dar & feig 12 e Arg==i &t gatas Sfia= e
Uceh & RATHd fehaT| Sftae &1 Ueeh AT Sita S99 & o 9189 fe@m areft &t fear Sirar € 8fiR sah! a9 afoi &
—diH Sfte 81T Ugeh, I Sfia 81T Ugh 3fR Sia- &1 U |

T G 31 i (Tened) fagaes, 2026 # forad daferd uraenmi & dene fosar mar 82

(a) smaeRe arfafaa (b) yra™ w& FAuer worret sifafaam, 2007
(c) o=t arfafaam, 2013 (d) Sk fafrae= srfafaam, 1949

IR. (B) W™ Td fAuer womeft sifeifa=m, 2007

AqTEgT

ATRIHT 4 HIYH T 3= HIA (Feneq) fGees, 2026 aiRd fhar, Sad wids # g BfSied yra ok MDR a1
3 gYeeh (AYTRA e el LT STeR et 8, @ifeh dwhiet @it UPI eia R geeh @] a1 go1 &1 Jefrs 2026 # UPI
3 23.66 3R A fhu, fSIHeRT Fol Hed T ¥29.88 @@ i 3ET, Sit WRd H ffoice Yira & ded fawdr ot
gfar g1
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fa= af 2026-27 & fg NBFC-Upper Layer &t gt & fohd-t NBFCs smfaret &2

(@15 (b) 16
()17 (d) 18
3. (C) 17
aATEAT

RBI = fa< af 2026-27 & fig NBFC-Upper Layer <t denfad gt st bl fSrad 17 NBFCs faa §; REC, PFC,
IRFC 3R HUDCO ugell R Upper Layer # 3mQ &1 RBI & Scale-Based Regulation & dgd NBFCs @I Base,
Middle, Upper 3R Top Layer ® @ifiepd foham Sirar 8; Tata Sons Gt # sReeR g, Sidfes PNB Housing Finance
3k Sammaan Capital STex &1

2026 & fAr[d Hg= gerT 1 AR o emnaf ae fEar mar ([l

(a) Shad Thell BIEATST deh (b) haet ITI SETST deh
(c) uiferefemes sEmsi a (d) Saat PhD smmei d

IR. (C) uifae e sr=msil deh

ATEAT

A TRHR 7 ‘Jra fAgd Agar ok ‘Fsd a1 atsrnait 6 2026-27 simde ufehan & &Y, ST g2 34 e,
QerfOies FARaRdT, Afgen TRreritReoT R a1 faarg Aehdm™ &t dgrar a1 &1 2026 & [AS]d JigT &1 fawar difercfe
BEneT iR Ydhigd PG & A1dd 98vex dah fohar 7, a1y & arg uMifad 793 Wheil ok 21,025 B & fag swhagk
¥15.86 T8 3R 34.26 s hl TgrdT & TS|

FCL Course JT & dTelt Uget! Afgell HIgex URIec i a7

(a) 3rat Tgdat (b) wtg &g
(€) T s (d) fraift g

IR. (C) V1T ho

gqrEgr

TR Y TAT T THATS afiex HIGHT e ek f@id TACDE # Fighter Combat Leader (FCL) Course ORT &=t
aTelt uget Afger WIger Urree &+, o 3ad gaTs g 0T SR amRes Aqa et uferor far Sirar g1 5 2016 &
IAF # STfHeT A7 tha 37a-t agdal SR Hig-T 48 & 1Y Ugell Afgctl Higex Urddel § fid off; 3eh! Iudfey I
& # Afger erardionror 3R Aiffies THTaT @bt gerieht 81
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-4 forer Soft 6 rareet 27 (Rl
(a) Short Range Ballistic Missile (SRBM) (b) Medium Range Ballistic Missile (MRBM)
(c) Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) (d) Cruise Missile

3R. (B) Medium Range Ballistic Missile (VIRBM)

ATEAT

WRA = 6 3R 2026 hl 37if3m & FiGIgR f=&Ad TR & 31f=-4 MRBM o1 Ithel gtero fohar, fSd SFC & dearaem &
fora T 8k suH Iad AN g MESY dehie @1 U fohar AT €1 DRDO gRT [Aesfad ag Mg d=ar sienfd
ATt “IRd i urifaes ufaRteres e, urifden Trar 3R & STARARAT ot ASTgd vl 8l

IR & s IR geee: e &5 & ure o 27 (B ki

(a) rsiram (b) R ufgea
(c) Garaw (d) g1

IR. (B) iR uRgea

ATEAT

fasg R feaw 10 3FRA ol 71T ST &, ForaehT 3837 R o TRETUT, UTehfdeh SHTaTd hl & 3R AHI-a=Isitg ay g
S fIeR Sl gAfAdT & Ufd SITReehdT SeT g1 YRd # TS R J&da: ToRid & R gRged # Uiy iid & 3R
g1ch TR&T0T & faIT Project Lion afgd fafera v fobg &1 8 &1

SR groft
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