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Current Affairs 8 ITEMS

Dr. Srinivasa Kumar Tummala Appointed as New Secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences

IN SHORT

Dr. Srinivasa Kumar Tummala is a renowned oceanographer and scientist-admin-
istrator with over three decades of experience in Remote Sensing, Satellite Ocean-
ography, and Disaster Risk Reduction. He played a leadership role in the UNESCO-
I0C's Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System and made significant
contributions to strengthening India's Tsunami Early Warning System following
the 2004 tsunami. As the Director of INCOIS since August 2020, he promoted ser-
vices such as PFZ Advisories, the Coral Reef Bleaching Alert System, and Multi-
Hazard Vulnerability Mapping. He received the Indian National Geospatial Award
in 2008 and the National Geosciences Award in 2010, and has authored over 70
scientific research papers.

Dr. Tummala is a distinguished oceanographer and scientist-administrator with more
than thirty years of experience. His areas of expertise include Remote Sensing, Satellite
Oceanography, Geospatial Technology, Coastal Hazard Mitigation, Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion, and Marine Science. He has held scientific leadership roles in several national and
international organizations, including INCOIS.

UNESCO-IOC and the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning System

Prior to becoming the Secretary of the Ministry of Earth Sciences, he served as the
Head of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (IOTWMS) Secret-
ariat under the UNESCO-Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC). The ob-
jective of this system is to strengthen tsunami monitoring, warning capabilities, and
disaster risk reduction across the Indian Ocean region.

Contribution to India's Tsunami Early Warning System

Following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, India strengthened its tsunami early warn-
ing capabilities. Dr. Tummala played a pivotal role in the establishment and develop-
ment of the Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC) at INCOIS. This system not
only bolstered India's marine disaster management capabilities but also enhanced the
country's role within the Indian Ocean region.

Role as Director of INCOIS

Dr. Tummala served as the Director of ESSO-INCOIS, Hyderabad, starting in August
2020. Under his leadership, services such as Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ) Advisories,
the Coral Reef Bleaching Alert System, Multi-Hazard Vulnerability Mapping, and Ocean
Observation and Information Services were advanced. These services are vital for fish-
ermen, coastal communities, disaster management agencies, and policymakers.
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Awards and Scientific Achievements

Dr. Tummala has received numerous honors in the fields of Earth Sciences and Geospa-
tial Technology. He was conferred the National Geosciences Award in 2010 and the In-
dian National Geospatial Award in 2008. His research focuses on Remote Sensing, Satel-
lite Oceanography, and Disaster Risk Reduction, and he has authored over 70 scientific
publications in international peer-reviewed journals.

Significance for UPSC

This appointment relates to key UPSC topics such as Ocean Governance, the Blue Eco-
nomy, Climate Change, Disaster Management, and Early Warning Systems. India is act-
ively strengthening initiatives like the Deep Ocean Mission, the sustainable use of mar-
ine resources, climate modeling, and Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems. Con-
sequently, this information can be utilized as an example in GS Paper-III (Science &
Technology, Environment, Disaster Management) and in essay writing. In particular,
the development of India's pre-disaster warning capabilities following the 2004
tsunami illustrates the country's shift from a focus on "disaster response" to "disaster
risk reduction.”

Indian Physicist Deepak Dhar Awarded the 2026 Dirac Medal

IN SHORT

Indian theoretical physicist Deepak Dhar has been awarded the 2026 Dirac Medal
for his contributions to statistical mechanics, complex systems, optimization,
neuroscience, and Al. His key contributions lie in the study of the Sandpile Model
and Self-Organized Criticality (SOC), which are crucial for understanding the col-
lective behavior of complex systems. The Dirac Medal was established by the ICTP
in 1985 and is awarded annually on August 8; it carries a prize of US$5,000.
Deepak Dhar was previously honored with the Boltzmann Medal in 2022 and the
Padma Bhushan in 2023; he earned his PhD from Caltech and served as a teaching
assistant to Richard Feynman.

Indian theoretical physicist Deepak Dhar has been awarded the 2026 Dirac Medal for
his significant contributions to theoretical physics. The announcement was made on
August 8, 2026, by the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP)
in Trieste, Italy. He shares this honor with Bernard Derrida, Marc Mézard, and Haim
Sompolinsky. The award specifically recognizes their contributions in the fields of stat-
istical mechanics, complex systems, optimization, theoretical neuroscience, and Al

Deepak Dhar's Key Scientific Contributions

Deepak Dhar's research has primarily focused on statistical mechanics and complex
systems. His significant contributions lie in the study of the Sandpile Model and Self-
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Organized Criticality (SOC). Self-Organized Criticality is a process wherein a complex
system can spontaneously reach a state where even a minor event can trigger a
massive impact. This concept is useful for understanding not only physics but also
complex natural and social systems.

Significance of Statistical Mechanics and Complex Systems

Statistical mechanics is the branch of physics that employs statistics and probability to
understand the collective behavior of systems comprising a large number of particles.
Instead of studying each particle individually, it analyzes the collective behavior of the
entire system. It aids in understanding phenomena such as phase transitions, equilibri-
um, non-equilibrium processes, collective behavior, and complex systems. Con-
sequently, it is increasingly linked to fields like modern Al optimization, and neuros-
cience.

Dirac Medal: Key Facts

The Dirac Medal was established by the ICTP in 1985. It is awarded annually on August
8th, the birth anniversary of the renowned theoretical physicist Paul Dirac. The award
aims to honor outstanding contributions to theoretical physics. A notable feature is that
individuals who have already received the Nobel Prize, Fields Medal, or Wolf Prize are
ineligible for the Dirac Medal. The award carries a cash prize of US$5,000.

Deepak Dhar’s Education and Other Honors

Deepak Dhar completed his undergraduate studies at the University of Allahabad
(1970), his master's degree at IIT Kanpur (1972), and his PhD at the California Institute
of Technology (Caltech) in 1978. At Caltech, he served as a teaching assistant to Nobel
laureate Richard Feynman. He received the Boltzmann Medal in 2022, becoming the
first Indian to be honored with this award. In 2023, he was awarded the Padma Bhush-
an.

Significance for UPSC

This news is relevant for GS Paper-III (Science & Technology). UPSC questions could be
framed around theoretical physics, complex systems, Al, statistical mechanics, scientif-
ic research, and basic sciences in India. It can also be cited as an example in answers
discussing the need to promote fundamental research in India, AI and interdisciplinary
research, and scientific innovation.
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Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 Grants Legal Recognition to
Digital Banking Records
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IN SHORT

Parliament has passed the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026, which will replace
the 135-year-old Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891, and align banking laws with
the digital era. The Bill grants legal recognition in courts to bank records stored in
electronic, digital, cloud, backup, and disaster recovery systems. It includes provi-
sions for standardized authentication procedures—including digital and electron-
ic signatures—thereby strengthening the authenticity and evidentiary value of di-
gital records. The Bill aims to reduce the need for bank officials to make unneces-
sary court appearances and seeks to make digital banking, technology-neutral
regulation, and judicial processes more effective.

#Detailed News#

Parliament has passed the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026. The Rajya Sabha
approved it via a voice vote on August 10, 2026, while the Lok Sabha had passed it
a week earlier. This Bill will replace the nearly 135-year-old Bankers’ Books Evid-
ence Act, 1891. Its primary objective is to align the legal framework governing
bank records with the current digital and technological landscape.

Legal Recognition for Digital Banking Records

The most significant provision of the new Bill is the recognition of electronic and
digital bank records as evidence in courts. This encompasses a bank's physical,
electronic, and digital records. Records may be stored within or outside bank
premises, including in cloud storage, backup systems, and disaster recovery sys-
tems. This clarifies the judicial admissibility of records generated within the
digital banking system.

Technology-Neutral Legal Framework

The Bill seeks to establish a technology-neutral legal framework for bank records.
This means the law will not be dependent on any single specific technology or re-
cord-storage system. The legal framework will remain relevant even as banking
technology evolves in the future. This is particularly important given the rapid ex-
pansion of internet banking, mobile banking, digital payments, cloud computing,
and automated data systems within the banking sector. Authentication of Digital
Records

The Bill introduces a standardized authentication procedure for presenting bank
records in court. Handwritten, electronic, or digital signatures may be used for
this authentication. This helps verify that the submitted digital record is genuine
and has not undergone unauthorized alteration. Such provisions strengthen the
authenticity and evidentiary value of digital evidence.

Need to Replace the 1891 Act

The Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891, was enacted when banking records were
primarily maintained in paper format and physical ledgers. Today, banks store
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vast amounts of data digitally. The old Act struggled to adequately address mod-
ern cloud-based storage, digital records, and the evolving nature of electronic
data. The new Bill seeks to bridge this legal gap, aligning the banking system with
the 'Digital India’ initiative and modern financial systems.

Protection for Bank Officials from Unnecessary Court Proceedings

Another significant aspect of the Bill is the protection of bank officials and the
simplification of procedures. Previously, officials were often summoned to court
to produce old paper records, even when the bank itself was not a party to the
dispute. The new provisions aim to minimize such unnecessary appearances.
However, the court retains the authority to order the bank or relevant officials to
appear when necessary.

Significance for UPSC

This topic is relevant for both GS Paper-II (Polity & Governance) and GS Paper-III
(Indian Economy, Banking, Digitalisation). It should be understood in the context
of Digital India, Digital Public Infrastructure, digital evidence, financial sector
reforms, data governance, and the modernization of judicial processes.

Karnataka Bike Taxi Dispute Reaches Supreme Court

IN SHORT

The Karnataka government has challenged the Karnataka High Court's January
23, 2026, verdict in the Supreme Court; that verdict had paved the way for the op-
eration of bike taxis by allowing motorcycles to be registered as 'transport
vehicles.' The High Court viewed the bike-taxi business as falling under the free-
dom to practice a profession or carry on an occupation as guaranteed by Article
19(1)(g), noting that reasonable restrictions under Article 19(6) are permissible.
The dispute centers on the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, with the state seeking a clear
regulatory framework addressing passenger safety, commercial insurance, per-
mits, road safety, traffic management, and pollution control. This case involves
balancing the gig economy, last-mile connectivity, employment, public safety, and
regulatory governance, and could impact bike-taxi services nationwide.

The Karnataka government has challenged the Karnataka High Court's January 23,
2026, ruling in the Supreme Court. The High Court had held that motorcycles could be
registered as 'transport vehicles' and operated as bike taxis or 'contract carriages'
subject to specific conditions. The court had directed the state to consider relevant
permit applications in accordance with the law.

mocktest.in - facebook.com/mocktest.in 9/37



MOCKTEST.IN ¢ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 13 August 2026

High Court's Constitutional Perspective

The Karnataka High Court recognized the bike-taxi business as a legitimate trade pro-
tected under Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution. This article grants citizens the freedom
to practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade, or business. However,
this right is not absolute, and reasonable restrictions can be imposed in the public in-
terest under Article 19(6). According to the High Court, imposing a total ban without a
clear legal basis cannot be considered a reasonable restriction.

Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and Key Legal Questions

The dispute revolves around the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988. The High Court held that a
motorcycle cannot be excluded from the category of 'transport vehicle' solely on that
basis and can be utilized as a 'contract carriage' depending on the circumstances. Sec-
tions 2(25), 2(47), 74, and 93 are significant among the relevant legal provisions. The
key question now before the Supreme Court is the extent to which bike taxi operations
can be permitted under existing central laws and the nature of regulatory restrictions
the state government can impose.

Key Concerns of the Karnataka Government

The state government argues that an adequate regulatory framework is essential be-
fore permitting bike taxis. This encompasses issues such as passenger safety, commer-
cial insurance, driver accountability, vehicle permits, road safety, traffic management,
and pollution. The state also seeks a clear regulatory distinction between motorcycles
registered for private use and those used for commercial passenger transport. From
this perspective, the matter is not merely about the freedom to conduct business but
also concerns public safety and regulatory governance.

The Link Between Bike Taxis and the Gig Economy

The issue of bike taxis is also linked to India's rapidly growing platform/gig economy.
Aggregator platforms like Ola, Uber, and Rapido, along with bike riders, are key stake-
holders. For proponents, bike taxis offer low costs, last-mile connectivity, and a source
of employment or livelihood; conversely, the challenge for the government is to ensure
safety, insurance, and worker welfare while fostering innovation and employment.
Karnataka has also argued that the use of motorcycles for other gig-based activities,
such as delivery and logistics, may continue.

Broader Significance for UPSC

This matter is relevant to both GS Paper-II and GS Paper-III for the UPSC examination.
In GS-II, it can be linked to Article 19(1)(g), Article 19(6), reasonable restrictions,
judicial review, and federalism. In GS-III, it relates to urban mobility, the gig economy,
digital platforms, road safety, and sustainable transport. Broadly, this case illustrates
that when faced with new technology-driven services, the government should aim to
strike a balance of "fair and effective regulation" rather than choosing between "re-
striction” and "innovation." Karnataka's Special Leave Petition (SLP) against the High
Court's verdict was filed in the Supreme Court on April 22, 2026, and according to
available reports, it had not yet been listed for hearing.
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NSP-DBT Scholarship Initiative Launched for Agriculture
Students

IN SHORT

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the NSP-DBT initiat-
ive for agriculture students, aiming to make scholarship and fellowship payments
faster, transparent, and streamlined. Under this initiative, ¥21.35 crore was trans-
ferred directly to the bank accounts of over 6,000 agriculture students via Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT). The new system ensures eligible students receive scholar-
ships on a monthly basis, minimizing payment delays and allowing them to focus
better on their education and research. This initiative strengthens digital gov-
ernance, financial inclusion, and targeted welfare delivery, while also emphasiz-
ing practical training and field-based learning in agricultural education.

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched
the new NSP-DBT initiative for scholarship and fellowship payments to agriculture stu-
dents through the National Scholarship Portal (NSP). The objective is to deliver finan-
cial assistance to eligible students pursuing agricultural education in a faster, more
transparent, and organized manner.

Release of ¥21.35 Crore via DBT

Under the new system, a sum of ¥21.35 crore was transferred directly to the bank ac-
counts of more than 6,000 agriculture students through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
The DBT mechanism minimizes the role of intermediaries and facilitates the direct
transfer of government benefits to the beneficiaries.

Monthly Scholarship Payments

A key feature of the new system is the provision of scholarship assistance to eligible ag-
riculture students on a monthly basis. This aims to reduce payment delays, ensuring
that students' studies and training are not hampered by financial constraints. Regular
DBT payments will enable students to focus more effectively on their education,
research, and practical training.

Significance of NSP and DBT

The National Scholarship Portal (NSP) serves as a digital platform for the application,
verification, and disbursement of various scholarship schemes. Integrating DBT with
this portal makes the scholarship distribution process more transparent, time-bound,
and trackable. This system aligns with the objectives of digital governance, financial in-
clusion, and targeted welfare delivery, while helping to minimize leakages and
unnecessary delays in payments.
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Emphasis on Practical Training in Agricultural Education

The Agriculture Minister emphasized the importance of practical training and field-
based learning in agricultural education. Theoretical knowledge alone is insufficient to
produce competent farmers, scientists, and agri-entrepreneurs in the agricultural sec-
tor. It is essential to provide students with hands-on experience in fields, agricultural
research institutes, and laboratories. This approach enables the integration of agricul-
tural education with employment, research, innovation, and agri-entrepreneurship.

Significance for UPSC

This initiative is relevant to GS Paper-II (Governance, Education, Welfare Schemes) and
GS Paper-III (Agriculture). It can be linked to topics such as DBT, Digital India, financial
inclusion, transparency, last-mile delivery, agricultural education, and human capital
development. In the UPSC Mains examination, this can be cited as an example to illus-
trate how digital technology can strengthen transparency and targeted delivery in
government welfare schemes.

India Adds 11 New Ports of Entry for e-Visa Holders

IN SHORT

On August 10, 2026, the Government of India notified 11 new international ports
of entry for foreign nationals holding e-Visas, comprising 9 land ports and 2 air-
ports. The new entry points include Agartala, Darranga, Gede, Ghojadanga, Hari-
daspur, Jaigaon, Dawki, Moreh, Attari (Road), Bhopal, and Tirupati. This brings the
total number of authorized ports of entry for e-Visas in India to 88—consisting of
37 airports, 38 seaports, and 13 land ports. This initiative boosts tourism, regional
connectivity, and the digital visa facility, making entry into India easier for
foreign travelers.

On August 10, 2026, the Government of India notified 11 new international ports of
entry for foreign nationals holding e-Visas. These include 9 land ports and 2 airports.
The objective is to make entry into India more convenient for foreign travelers and to
expand the e-Visa system.

Newly Added Entry Points

The 9 new land ports are Agartala, Darranga, Gede, Ghojadanga, Haridaspur, Jaigaon,
Dawki, Moreh, and Attari (Road). The 2 new airports are Bhopal and Tirupati. The addi-
tion of these entry points will improve India's connectivity, particularly for travelers
arriving from neighboring countries.
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Total of 88 Ports of Entry for e-Visa

Following the new notification, there are now a total of 88 authorized international
ports of entry for foreign nationals holding a valid Indian e-Visa. These comprise 37
airports, 38 seaports, and 13 land ports. This expansion increases the geographical op-
tions available for entering India and facilitates smoother cross-border movement.

What is the Indian e-Visa?

The Indian e-Visa is a digital visa facility provided by the Government of India for for-
eign nationals, allowing eligible travelers to apply online and obtain an Electronic
Travel Authorization (ETA). India launched the e-Visa facility in 2014 for citizens of 43
countries and subsequently expanded it. According to the government, a large number
of e-Visa applications are processed in less than 72 hours.

Key Categories of e-Visa

Under India's e-Visa system, various categories are available for different purposes, in-
cluding Tourist, Business, Medical, Student, Transit, Mountaineering, X-1, and Cruise-
related e-Visas. The objective is to simplify travel, business, medical, educational, and
tourism-related processes for foreign nationals visiting India through digital means.

Significance for UPSC

This information is relevant for GS Paper-II (International Relations & Governance)
and GS Paper-III (Internal Security). It can be linked to topics such as Tourism Dip-
lomacy, Border Management, Digital Governance, Regional Connectivity, and Ease of
Travel. New land entry points are particularly significant in the context of cross-border
connectivity with Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, and Pakistan. This initiative is
crucial for boosting tourism while also enhancing the effectiveness of border
management and the digital visa system.

Crop Protection via Solar Fencing under Uttar Pradesh's Khet
Suraksha Yojana

IN SHORT

The objective of Uttar Pradesh’'s 'Mukhyamantri Khet Suraksha Yojana' (Chief Min-
ister's Farm Protection Scheme) is to minimize crop damage caused by stray an-
imals, nilgai (blue bulls), and wild boars. Under this scheme, eligible farmers re-
ceive government assistance to install solar-powered electric fencing around their
fields. This initiative promotes the use of renewable energy and agricultural tech-
nology while boosting crop protection, agricultural productivity, and farmers' in-
come. Terms regarding subsidies, eligibility, and assistance are determined by
government guidelines, and applications are processed through the Uttar Pradesh
Agriculture Department.
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The UP Khet Suraksha Yojana, also known as the Mukhyamantri Khet Suraksha Yojana,
is a farmer-centric initiative by the Uttar Pradesh government. Its aim is to reduce crop
damage caused by stray animals and wildlife such as nilgai and wild boars. Under this
scheme, eligible farmers are provided with government assistance to install solar-
powered electric fencing around their fields.

Key Objectives of the Scheme

The primary objective of this scheme is to protect farmers' standing crops and minim-
ize crop losses caused by animals. Additionally, the initiative promotes the use of solar-
powered technology in the agricultural sector. This offers farmers an option to protect
their fields without relying on conventional electricity, while indirectly supporting
agricultural productivity and farmers' income.

Significance of Solar-Powered Fencing

Solar fencing utilizes solar energy to create a controlled electric barrier designed to
deter animals from entering the field. This is particularly useful in rural areas where
the regular power supply is limited. Thus, the scheme exemplifies the integration of
renewable energy and agricultural technology.

Subsidy and Eligibility

Various reports regarding the scheme indicate financial assistance of up to 60% of the
solar fencing cost, with a maximum aid of approximately ¥1.43 lakh per kilometer. Pro-
visions for enhanced assistance exist for certain categories, particularly SC/ST farmers.
However, the actual assistance provided may vary depending on the district, the farm-
er's category, the approved cost, and the government guidelines in force at the time.
Therefore, for UPSC preparation, it is advisable to view the subsidy amount as being
subject to "government guidelines" rather than as a fixed, unchanging figure.

Scheme Eligibility and Implementation

Generally, farmers in Uttar Pradesh who hold valid records of agricultural land are eli-
gible to apply for this assistance. The application process may require documents such
as Aadhaar, Khasra-Khatauni (land records), bank details, a mobile number, and a caste
certificate, if applicable. Applications are processed and verified through the official
channels of the Uttar Pradesh Department of Agriculture. Eligibility criteria and the
current status of applications may vary by district.

Significance for UPSC

This scheme is relevant to GS Paper-III (Agriculture, Environment & Disaster Manage-
ment). It can be linked to topics such as human-wildlife conflict, crop protection, farm-
ers' income, climate-smart agriculture, renewable energy, and sustainable agriculture.
Crop damage caused by stray animals and wildlife in India impacts farmers' productiv-
ity and income. In this context, it is crucial to strike a balance between "agricultural
development and biodiversity conservation" by integrating technological solutions,
community participation, and scientific wildlife management.
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World Organ Donation Day — A Global Effort to Raise Awareness
About Organ Donation

IN SHORT

The objective of World Organ Donation Day is to raise awareness about organ
donation and encourage organ transplantation for patients in need. Organ dona-
tion can save lives through the transplantation of organs such as the heart, kid-
neys, liver, and lungs, as well as tissues like the cornea and skin. Key challenges in
India include the gap between the demand for and availability of organs, a lack of
awareness, social myths, medical infrastructure issues, and the logistics of organ
transport. The THOTA Act (1994) and NOTTO form the legal and institutional
backbone of the organ donation and transplantation system in India.

World Organ Donation Day aims to raise public awareness about the importance of or-
gan donation and encourage organ transplantation for patients in need. Through organ
donation, an individual can contribute to saving the lives of others even after death.
This day fosters the spirit of "organ donation to save lives" within society.

Importance of Organ Donation and Transplantation

Organ transplantation can be a life-saving treatment for patients whose vital organs
have failed severely. Organs such as the heart, kidneys, liver, lungs, and pancreas can
be transplanted, while tissues like the cornea, skin, and bone can also be donated. Con-
sequently, organ donation is a crucial component of modern medical systems and life-
saving healthcare services.

Status of Organ Donation in India

The significant gap between the demand for and availability of organs in India is a ma-
jor public health challenge. While there is a large number of patients requiring trans-
plants in the country, rates of voluntary donation, deceased donation, and overall or-
gan availability remain below desired levels. Challenges such as a lack of awareness,
social and religious myths, issues regarding family consent, medical infrastructure lim-
itations, and the timely transportation of organs impact the organ donation landscape.

India's Legal and Institutional Framework

The Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994, is the key legis-
lation governing organ donation and transplantation in India. It contains provisions to
regulate the medical use of human organs and tissues and to curb the unauthorized
trade of organs. At the central level, the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organ-
isation (NOTTO) plays a pivotal role in coordinating the organ donation and transplant-
ation system. Additionally, corresponding institutional mechanisms operate at regional
and state levels.
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Key Challenges in Organ Donation

Promoting organ donation in India requires awareness campaigns, the dispelling of
myths, timely identification of brain-stem death in hospitals, trained transplant co-
ordinators, improved organ retrieval infrastructure, and efficient transportation sys-
tems. Furthermore, ensuring transparency, equity, and ethical standards in organ alloc-
ation is crucial. Preventing the buying and selling of organs and protecting the poor
and vulnerable sections from exploitation are also key imperatives of public policy.

Significance for UPSC

This topic is important for GS Paper-II (Health, Human Development & Governance)
and the Essay paper. It can be linked to themes such as Universal Health Coverage,
health infrastructure, medical ethics, the Right to Health, public awareness, and social
capital. In a UPSC answer, one can argue that organ donation is not merely a medical is-
sue; rather, it requires the coordination of law, ethics, social awareness, technology,
health infrastructure, and equity.
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One Liners

10 ITEMS

Dr. Srinivas Kumar Tummala assumed charge as the
Secretary of which ministry?

Who is the Indian theoretical physicist to receive the
2026 Dirac Medal?

Which old Act will the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill,
2026 replace?

Which fundamental right did the High Court cite in the
Karnataka bike taxi case?

Under the NSP-DBT initiative for agriculture students,
%21.35 crore was transferred to how many students?

How many new international ports of entry did India
add in August 2026 for foreign nationals holding e-
visas?

Under the UP Khet Suraksha Yojana, what technology-
based assistance is provided to farmers to protect their
crops?

What is the primary law governing organ donation and
transplantation in India?

What is the prize money awarded with the 2026 Dirac
Medal?

What is the total number of authorized international
ports of entry in India following the addition of new
entry points for e-visas?

Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoOES)

Deepak Dhar

Bankers’' Books Evidence Act,
1891

Article 19(1)(g)

More than 6,000

1

Solar-powered electric
fencing

Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act
(THOTA), 1994

US$ 5,000
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Practice Quiz 8 ITEMS

Dr. Srinivas Kumar Tummala is a renowned scientist in which field?

(a) Space Science (b) Oceanography

(c) Nuclear Science (d) Biotechnology

Ans. (B) Oceanography

SOLUTION

Dr. Srinivas Kumar Tummala is a renowned oceanographer who made significant contributions to
strengthening UNESCO-IOC's IOTWMS and India's Tsunami Early Warning System. He has served as
the Director of INCOIS since August 2020 and has received the 2008 Indian National Geospatial
Award and the 2010 National Geosciences Award for his contributions to Remote Sensing, Satellite
Oceanography, and Disaster Risk Reduction.

With which award was Deepak Dhar honored in 20267

(a) Boltzmann Medal (b) Dirac Medal
(c) Nobel Prize (d) Wolf Prize

Ans. (B) Dirac Medal

SOLUTION

Indian theoretical physicist Deepak Dhar was awarded the 2026 Dirac Medal for his contributions to
statistical mechanics, complex systems, and AI; his major contributions lie in the study of the Sand-
pile Model and Self-Organized Criticality. The Dirac Medal was established by ICTP in 1985, and

Deepak Dhar has previously been honored with the Boltzmann Medal in 2022 and the Padma
Bhushan in 2023.

Which old Act will the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 replace?

(a) Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (b) Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891
(c) Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (d) RBI Act, 1934

Ans. (B) Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891

SOLUTION

Parliament passed the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026, which will replace the 1891 Act and recog-
nize bank records stored in electronic, digital, cloud, and backup formats as legal evidence in court.
The Bill includes provisions for a standardized authentication procedure, digital/electronic
signatures, and the reduction of unnecessary court appearances by bank officials.
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What is the Karnataka government primarily emphasizing the need for regarding the
operation of bike taxis?

(a) New tax structure (b) Clear regulatory framework

(c) Foreign investment (d) Privatization

Ans. (B) Clear regulatory framework

SOLUTION

The Karnataka government has challenged the High Court's verdict of January 23, 2026, in the Su-
preme Court; that verdict had paved the way for bike taxi operations by allowing motorcycles to be
registered as 'transport vehicles'. The matter involves balancing Article 19(1)(g), the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, passenger safety, insurance, permits, and the gig economy.

Who launched the NSP-DBT initiative for agriculture students?

(a) Dharmendra Pradhan (b) Shivraj Singh Chouhan
(c) Mansukh Mandaviya (d) Piyush Goyal

Ans. (B) Shivraj Singh Chouhan

SOLUTION

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the NSP-DBT initiative for agriculture
students, under which scholarships worth ¥21.35 crore were transferred directly to the bank ac-
counts of over 6,000 students. The new system emphasizes practical training in agricultural educa-
tion while strengthening digital governance, financial inclusion, and targeted welfare delivery
through monthly scholarship payments.

How many new international ports of entry did the Government of India notify for e-

visa holders?

(a)7 (b)9
(11 (d) 13
Ans. (C) 11
SOLUTION

The Government of India added 11 new international ports of entry for foreign nationals holding e-
visas, comprising 9 land ports and 2 airports. This brings the total number of authorized ports of
entry for e-visas in India to 88—37 airports, 38 seaports, and 13 land ports—thereby boosting
tourism and regional connectivity.
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The 'Mukhyamantri Khet Suraksha Yojana' (Chief Minister's Farm Protection Scheme) is
an initiative of which state?

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Rajasthan
(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Bihar

Ans. (C) Uttar Pradesh

SOLUTION

The objective of Uttar Pradesh's 'Mukhyamantri Khet Suraksha Yojana' is to provide government as-
sistance to farmers for solar-powered electric fencing to protect crops from stray animals, nilgai
(blue bulls), and wild boars. The scheme promotes crop protection, farmers' income, agricultural
productivity, renewable energy, and agricultural technology, and is implemented by the Uttar
Pradesh Agriculture Department.

What is the primary objective of World Organ Donation Day? #25#

(a) Promoting blood donation (b) Raising awareness about organ donation

(c) Promoting vaccination (d) Preventing cancer

Ans. (B) Raising awareness about organ donation

SOLUTION

The objective of World Organ Donation Day is to raise awareness about organ donation and encour-
age organ transplantation for patients in need, thereby saving lives through the transplantation of
organs such as the heart, kidney, liver, and lungs. Key challenges regarding organ donation in India
include a lack of awareness, social misconceptions, medical infrastructure issues, and organ trans-
portation logistics, while THOTA (1994) and NOTTO provide the legal and institutional framework

for it.
Answer Key
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
B B B B B C C B
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TR 8 wRfR

1. siifRara aR g a9 gt s d@urea & Fv afka

&g #

g1, siffa AR gmTen UG 9qg fae vd denfAe-uemaes €, fS=8 Remote Sensing,
Satellite Oceanography 3R Disaster Risk Reduction # o9 g2rent & 3ifdieh &1 31d gl
31 UNESCO-IOC & Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System &
AqaRRY YAt ATg ik 2004 AT & d1g YR Sl Tsunami Early Warning System @t
AoIgd R+ H Agaqul ahreE faam sid 2020 & INCOIS & fAderes & wu # 3% PFZ
Advisories, Coral Reef Bleaching Alert System 3R Multi-Hazard Vulnerability

Mapping Sieit Sarsii st sgrar faarl 3= 2008 # Indian National Geospatial Award 3R
2010 & National Geosciences Award faaT d2r 39e 70 & 3ifeies a1 QMe-us UhIfAd &f

el

1. gHIeT Toh Uil g faart gd danfAes-usmae §, S ure di9 qerel & sifdes o1 3rgva gl
3! fasiwzrar # Remote Sensing, Satellite Oceanography, Geospatial Technology, Coastal
Hazard Mitigation, Disaster Risk Reduction 3fR Marine Science ¥@ g 3= INCOIS dfgd

& TETT Td SARAET Gerait & Aies g by Yfdreht g 21

UNESCO-IOC 3iR &g agranr gt darat vorreht

gect fasiH #3erd & 9f9g 994 & uget @ UNESCO-Intergovernmental Oceanographic Com-
mission (I0C) & &idifd Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (IOT-

WMS) Secretariat & U@ & ¥ H HRIRd &I 9 YUTTell T 322 feg AR & | AW i
AR, dareht ok et SHfEw <HihRoT Y ASTgd AT B

WRa & At gd Sarasit gonet J abeE

2004 <t fgg AgRTR YA & 16 WRA = 37U GATHT Gd AdTat eFdT hl Joigd fohar| ST, gwrer 3
INCOIS # Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC) <t ®Iu-T 3R fderreT & Ageayuf
AT RTE | 59 YoTTelt F YR I THLY SITUCT-Uee &FdT Bl Aoigd e & qY-a1Y f8g Tg/mR &5
H YR <l JfHehT ot +ft Igr|

INCOIS & fAderer & wu d yfaat

3T, gHTell 37T 2020 ¥ ESSO-INCOIS, gaxrare & fAderh @1 I A # Potential Fishing
Zone (PFZ) Advisories, Coral Reef Bleaching Alert System, Multi-Hazard Vulnerability
Mapping @41 Ocean Observation and Information Services St @ar3ii &t 3Rt SgrT T &

QREFR T dATeh Suaferar
Y. g1 i gt A ok -waifes dientfeh! <& &5 H ohg §#H UTw gU &1 35 2010 # National
Geosciences Award a1 2008 & Indian National Geospatial Award UaH fosar 71| 3ehT LMt
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&3 Remote Sensing, Satellite Oceanography 3fR Disaster Risk Reduction & g7 § 9T 36+
SARTEN peer-reviewed journals # 70 & 3ifeies Ik YR fhy 81

UPSC & fAq g9t Aga

Iqg ﬁgﬁﬁ Ocean Governance, Blue Economy, Climate Change, Disaster Management 3R
Early Warning Systems S& UPSC & #gaqul &3 & S[gl 81 WRd Deep Ocean Mission, &g
TqTEEl & Tad SUINT, Siaarg Atsfelt dem Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems ohl #sTed &<
TET 81 39y 39 FAMER & GS Paper-III (Science & Technology, Environment, Disaster
Management) a7 Essay & 3qT<0T & &0 & JUANT fohall ST ThdT g1 faiy &0 & 2004 AR & 919
WRd &l MIST-Yd Adra-1 & o1 faepre “aimuar ufafehar & smuar sifEw =gAtemor & faen & wrRd &
gRad= &l gerfar 1

R Mifaen faz Sues o= &l 2026 1 f2rer Aza

&g §

o ik Al & avem & fAg 2026 & e Aea & gwnfaa fFar mam| e ug@ aveE
Sandpile Model 3R Self-Organized Criticality (SOC) & 31egd- | g, Sit Sifed yonfadt &
gifach AIER i GHSH H Agaqui gl Dirac Medal bt RITg-T 1985 # ICTP = <t oft 3R a8
Ydeh Iy 8 3T ehl UG fohaT STa §; 39k a1 5,000 ARG Sier <t feY &t et 81 dideh &R
@l 2022 # Boltzmann Medal 3R 2023 # Padma Bhushan 3 gwfad faar mam; 34
Caltech & PhD &7 3R Richard Feynman & Teaching Assistant + %81

YR gifde ifdes A due er &t Sgifdes wifadh d 3% Agayu! avem & g 2026 &
fSRrep A O gmfAd fohar AT €1 39! 9ivuT 8 3R 2026 @t seelt & fouwd f@&a Abdus Salam
International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) 7 &I 3-e @19 Bernard Derrida, Marc
Mézard 3R Haim Sompolinsky &t «ft gg ¥w= fdar man| a8 eer fady & & gt
gif3eht, SIfea yomnfert, srgger, Sgifde die faem ik Al § Hefeid 3eh IIa i J1=dT adT 8

dIues ¢R &1 U a1 ahTeH

dueh eR 1 Y JEI: Statistical Mechanics 3R Complex Systems W &fgd &1 &1 I
Agaqul A Sandpile Model 3R Self-Organized Criticality (SOC) & sreza= # g1 Self-
Organized Criticality 3=t ufhar § fSad &1 sifee vomett fam foredt amet fArisron & i Ot sran
H ugd Hehd! § T8I ©II-Hl geAT off T8 U el ST+ & Fehdll g1 TG AR Hifclehl & ATI-H1Y Sfee
UTepfdeh Td ATfSIeh gunferdt st dHe | Iuafl g1

Statistical Mechanics Hifcreht <l ag 2mmaT g St I8! |ear | il areft gonfordl & Anffach SagR ot
s & foiv gifeady 3R uTfidhdT o1 SUANT et &1 STH Uch hUT hl STeHT-3TeT SIETIT i &
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T T YUt & AfeH aeR I fasawor fhar Sirar §1 39k AteAd & Phase Transition,
Equilibrium, Non-Equilibrium Processes, Collective Behaviour 3R Complex Systems
St geTstt Pl e # g ferdt g1 a8t SR & foh gue ddy smgfe Al Optimization 3R
Neuroscience S &1 & +ft 9¢ @1 81

31k A=a: Agayuf a=

Dirac Medal &t =g 1985 & ICTP gRT & 718 off| a8 Ucdes a¥f 8 7R &t UG foham 1T 8, St
He dgifaes wifae fasmt Paul Dirac &t St &1 QRepR o 3eed Sgifdes Hifadh & Ipe aheH
Sl FHIHT AT &1 THHT Uk Agayu! [ALiwdT I8 g b Nobel Prize, Fields Medal a1 Wolf Prize
Tt o Goh ATGI] bl {37k Ad g1 faaT SdTl qREAR & 91 5,000 3Rt SferR et Afy ot uae
CARS IR

&ueh &R Y fAen R er=g g

diues &R 7 saTgars faRafderea & 1970 & Erd®, IIT Kanpur ¥ 1972 & Eideir a1 California
Institute of Technology (Caltech) & 1978 # PhD urw &l Caltech # & Fiddl R&HR fastdn
Richard Feynman & Teaching Assistant +ff 3§1 3% 2022 & Boltzmann Medal e 3R & a8
T UTd & a1t Igel MR a4 1 a9 2023 & 38 Padma Bhushan & w1 foham

UPSC & fAu g

g AR GS Paper-III (Science & Technology) & feig #gaquf 81 UPSC # 36 dgifdes «ifdeh,
Sifedt yonferat, Al Gif@ihr Fifadhl, damfe srgaam ok YRd & gayd s @ d&fda us s=mg o
Tohd &1 38 IR H “YRd § Fundamental Research @ @rar ¢+ &l 3masaerdr”, Al iR interdis-
ciplinary research a1 a3 AR & o H IGTE0N & w0 H Y TEAHTA fohaT ST FhdT 81

dopdd gop ufddd e 2026 @ f2fSiea dfds Rants &t St agan

GEL

¥gq 7 Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 gtRd fésam, it 135 g v Bankers’ Books
Evidence Act, 1891 &1 ®9 ol 3R dfch A bl 3G gm & srgey amgm fagas
Electronic, Digital, Cloud, Backup 3R Disaster Recovery Systems & TUgid b Repid
! TR & P 187 o ©9 § 7T UG el &1 399 f2fSeet d gaiagie geanert afed
Standardised Authentication Procedure @& ur@erm= g, oaa 2fSiea Rapig &t umiforear
3R evidentiary value #sigd giift| fAdges o1 38ed o rfdrRAl & sTEede raTerd!
3IufAfd H &1 dm Digital Banking, Technology-Neutral Regulation 3R =a1fes uferar
! Hfdeh Tt ST 81

TTg 9 Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 aiiRd &= fear g1 Isagam 3 10 30Ted 2026 ! 59
e A7 & A &1, STdfch Alhd T 39 Ueh T&ITg Ugel UTRd & geht off | g fadaes enmeT 135 o R
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Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891 T 19 ohTT| $HehT &4 36T dfchiT Repid § Fafdd hrg
21 &l aciaT f3fSied Td deprichl aivar o &Y ST 8

RfSiea dfd Reid &t gt ar=gar

g fagaes a1 g Hgayqut uray™ Electronic 3R Digital Bank Records i 3iarerd! # @1ed & &4
# AT=0dT A1 81 39 3iaiid ddb o Hifde, Setaeii~e 3R f3foicar Repld enfie it Repld b aRER &
offar a1 91gR, Cloud Storage, Backup Systems 3fR Disaster Recovery Systems & 4t dugid g
Tohd 81 399 f3fSiea dfd suawn & 3w Rt &t =fie wiieriar @s gitft

Technology-Neutral &gt afar

fa8es dek Replg & foig g Technology-Neutral Legal Framework ®nfud &=t &l UaTH T 8l
3O 3 ¢ ok g fohell gop faRy dersilen a1 Repis-weRst woment WX MR =181 gm | widsa # dfd
dehiteh gga R ot I8 S efar Ui a1 38| a8 fasiy &9 & Agayquf § wifes s &=
Internet Banking, Mobile Banking, Digital Payments, Cloud Computing 3R Automated
Data Systems @l doil § fa&R gof g1

f2fSiee Repis @1 vaTofienvor

fagre # dor Repls ol —IaTerd | U¥gd A & fol Standardised Authentication Procedure
AT Y TS g1 Repis & yAoiiaRur § gfeifEa, saacie ar f3fSied gwmer &1 Suah fahar s
THhdT g1 399 I8 FufRa w7 & Agg fMarht i gd RBfSiea Reld arafds d& el & ofik 3ad
Sfdhd gRad= gl fohar 7T 81 I8 urayr fefSieat @ed i Authenticity 3R Evidentiary Value
I HSTYd el B

1891 & I I aqe Y STaThdT

Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891 U ¥9g IR AT AT T& SfehT RepiE Jrad: hrreli 3R
Wifdes @A & wU d 7@ S &1 T Fob ISt AT A 37 BfSea Aread| @ Tufdd aed &1 /A S
# ey Cloud-based Storage, Digital Records 3R Electronic Data &t SGeld! Uepfd st gaied
&0 Y HeHAd T i o1l 721 faeres &t st 3R @l g ehed g sifcht e et Digital India
3R 3ngfies fa=ita TuTTelt o 31T ST I UATH T &

dr SifARIRAY Sl 3FTah T FrfaTd) & TafoT

faerares 1 geh 317 He@yuf gge] Bank Officials &t GRefm 3R UfehdT Sl TR ST 1 hg ATHA! | sih
WY faTg o1 ysihR 7 811 & racis ifdeRal s g dnTstt Rents uegd ot & g srarerd & geman
ST Tl AT UTael ol 3290 Ut 3FTaLdsh IUfAA bl A AT &1 BTcdifch, AT USH W
IR ht dep T AT rfARIRAT Pt Iufdd g o1 rmaer o o rfery &+t @it

UPSC & fAw nge

gg fawa GS Paper-II (Polity & Governance) 3R GS Paper-III (Indian Economy, Banking,
Digitalisation) & & foig Iu=f €1 & Digital India, Digital Public Infrastructure, Digital
Evidence, Financial Sector Reforms, Data Governance 3fR =i Ufehar & smefehieneor §
STgeRR FHETT T
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Ffee arseh el farane ugan gfiw i

&g #

Flceh THR 7 23 TG 2026 & 88 P & Bt & GiH FIE d AT @ 8, o
Hiezarsfahell et Transport Vehicle & ¥9 # Usfighd & Bike Taxi & dTer I Srgdfd el
AT Gl AT| 8T8 IE A ATgeh-crl AR hl 31fwds 19(1)(g) & dgd Hadr &l FcIdl & el
A, STafch 3Tfwde 19(6) & dgd 3fd ufdsy dwa €1 faarg 1 dhg Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
&, STafch o it gre, anfoSaes o, wite, T gre, efthes ik ugwur & faw we fames
@id bl AFT & 38T &1 Ig AMen Gig Economy, Last-Mile Connectivity, IR, drasitAe
rer 3Rk Regulatory Governance & &9 Tge @ 8T & 3R THI UHTT QAR FHl q15h-
SRt Tarefl UR Ug Tehdl B

Sheiceh TXHR A Shiceh 8T8 i oh 23 STa 2026 & Hdet el A I # YT <1 g1 8T8 hIE A AT
o7 foh Alexamgfahdi @t Transport Vehicle & &9 & dsfid fohar ST Gepar & iR fAefRa erdf & dgd
3 Bike Taxi/Contract Carriage o ¥4 & ddTfcid fhaT ST TehdT &1 31&TeAd A IAd it Taifdd wfde
1T TR I & IR fa=R e &t fAder i am

TS hie o1 ATk gfeamior

THTceh B8 PIC A TTSh-cat AT i WAL & g 19(1)(g) & dgd TRfed A4 Haur AT | I8
TG ANTRED! I hig it YL YA dAT ATIR AT AT et I W1 adTl &1 gldifch, g SRR
quf 781 & 3R g 19(6) & ded Fidia fad & IRAT ufdser TRIG ST Tehd &1 8T8 FIE & AR,
fomT T ST meR & gut ufdsy o= Sfaa ufdser A8t A1 S Sehd

Hiex arg+ sifdfaw, 1988 3R J=a wrgt us

39 faarg o1 dhg Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 &1 BT ahi¢ = AT foh Aiexdsihel bl hael 39 3MYR W)
Transport Vehicle &t gioft & amgr 7@l fohar ST ¥epar ik g8 uRfRAfGAT & Srgar Contract
Carriage & 9 # AT gl Thd! &1 Haldd AT Uae™i # 9RT 2(25), 2(47), 74 3R 93 Agaqui
&1 319 U I & THET U@ U g & fob HISIaTl hedld i & dgd sTgeh Ceril o Heier ht srgafd
fohg T\t dos &Y ST Gehd! € 3R 5T TR fohd TR & fames ufdser & gendt 8

Thfech IR 6 ygd Riarg

ST TRPR Pl dch ¢ [ch ATk ot ohl STAT 3 ¥ Ugel Taid Regulatory Framework 3asads gl
ST Al e, aifoifSaes &, TTereh i SaTeas!, aTe- WRiFT, T8 GRE, ¢fthes UeeH 3R Uguur oig
He A 81 I5g ag Y =mgar & foh fAsh 3uah & foiw dsfigha Aiexamsfona ok aaraaRie amsht ufkag
& foIg g&aHTe g aTell Hiexarsiohell & i e fames 3idR 811 39 eI & HTHET hadl adr i
3T &I -Igl, dfesh Public Safety 3fR Regulatory Governance T +t g1
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a13eh 3l 3R fT gehiATHY A1 Taier

q1geh ¢l I HgT ¥R I dsit ¥ Fgdt Platform/Gig Economy & +ft Sfgr 81 Ola, Uber 3R
Rapido S @R wiehid a1 a15eh aTcich 39 TE @R 8| a5 it gaefeh! & foiw ag &d
@nTd, Last-Mile Connectivity 3R IISTTR/3ATSAehT bl HTeAH 8, STdfch TXhR & felq AN I8 8 foh
TR 3R ASTR ! IGTAT G §T YRET, SHAT 3R ek ehearor GAfEd feham STQ | eheices 3 g i a<h
T & o Aiezansioa o1 SuaT fEefiadt Ud dffoiead SIe 3= T BRIt & SR X8 ehal 81

UPSC @ fAq aamues g

gg A UPSC & foig GS Paper-II 3R GS Paper-IIT 4T & g1 81 GS-II # 38 argwda 19(1)(g),
g 19(6), 3fEa ufady, =R wlen ok duarg & Sier &1 ¥epar &1 GS-III # Ig Urban
Mobility, Gig Economy, Digital Platforms, Road Safety 3fR Sustainable Transport ¥ Tsifd
81 AU ®Y § Ig AT fo@rdr g fob 78 dopriter SmemRa ddrsii & 9= WRHBR ot “ufdsdy F9H
TR & FoIg “Ifd 3R wdt fafFee= o1 dge @nfua st gyl 818 i & had & Raeh
Seiceh S SLP 22 31t 2026 ! GtH I 7 GRR i 718 oY 3R Iuereyy Rl & rgar reft gams &

fore Feftareg et g3 ot

Y B & fAw NSP-DBT sEgf ugd I+ D
G
et HfY w3t Rt {88 9t 3 Y 81 & fw NSP-DBT ugd % o, [Sieen 3eed smghi
Qe el T I ohl T, URaefT 3R Saaf®d =11 81 39 Ugdl & dad 6,000 ¥ 3ifdes oy Bl
Sl ¥21.35 x1g I A DBT o ATedH § Wi dch @Il & g&didid hl Tg| -8 a1 # U= S
! AT IR W BEgR A, oFd @ & 3 A gt 3k 3 fen g srgda™ R dgar
&I § | g Uga Digital Governance, Financial Inclusion 3R Targeted Welfare

Delivery &l #Sigd &<dl &, 1Y & $¥ f¥em & Practical Training 3R Field-Based
Learning W SR 4t 81

Fea HiY v foham dearor #3t frerTsT &g de™ 7 oY @i & fow National Scholarship Portal
(NSP) & ATegH & BEgR 3R Gellfg idH i 95 NSP-DBT Ugd & hi| ST 63T Hiy frem
T e Tg U faenfelat den fa<ita dgrrar ot arfees dw, aresf ok caafed adid & ugar &

¥21.35 a3ig &Y DBT ufr st

TS AT & dgd 6,000 ¥ 31feeh FHW BT st T21.35 HIE HI M Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
& A1eH ¥ HiY 37 dek @Il H gxdiaRd i T51 DBT aeT fodiforat ehl AT i & et & 3R
TRBRI <19 ! e eAroqmeff aeh ggem # Ggradr el gl

A8 ATYR R SHEG I

T3 YTt <hl THa fasivar ursl Y S ol J1fleh YR IR g TgRIdl UG T 81 $HhT 36
PTA & g aTeft 3 Y HH AT 8, dTfch 3ffe sfdTsal & wrur BET B uers ok ufteror yafaa
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9 g1l fAafAd DBT rrar faenfefat st srait e, srgeiem ik emagiRes uferr wR dgar e dhfad
Y H FErIdT |

NSP 3R DBT <hT Hgd

National Scholarship Portal (NSP) fafeta emgii aismrsi & e, T iR fadvor & fag
U f3fSieet 59 81 59 919 DBT ot Site+ @ BEgh fadror i gfdhar sifde araeff, awdeg ik ¢&
T IR T 81 a8 FawT f3fSiea ey, fa<ila gmmdsE 8k Targeted Welfare Delivery &
3eTT & ITEY § AAT A | ciichel SR GG X hl A et | TGRS gl

Y fAen & agragifRe ufAeror o @R

Y #5f 3 Hf fRem F Practical Training 3R Field-Based Learning & Agd W iR f3aT| Y &=
# gem foham, afAes ofik FfY Serft R A & v dhaa dgifdes 79 waf 7€ &1 Renfefa
adl, P g™ TRl ok yaienenst # @ragiRes gUd o Saad gl 3U9 Py fAem &Y
AR, SIFHYH, FaTaR 3R HY Jafdar & et 71 Teha 81

UPSC & faq aumaes A

Ig uga GS Paper-II (Governance, Education, Welfare Schemes) 3R GS Paper-III (Agricul-
ture) & foig #gaquf €1 38 DBT, Digital India, Financial Inclusion, Transparency, Last-Mile
Delivery, Agricultural Education 3R Human Capital Development ¥ SigT ST Thdl &l
UPSC Mains # 58 3aTg0l & ¥U H S&IHI &hid gY Il ST Hehel & foh fSfSicet debriter & areas &
TRHRY HeATUThRT ATSTTai bt URGRIAT 3R @ferd faavur ot AsTed fohar i1 dehar 81

E-fiom uRe! & AT WRa A 11 99 vder deone o2 62D

GEL

YR THR 7 10 31Td 2026 Pl 3-d1eTT 4Rep faaft ArTRepT & g 11 AT siduga yaw deemg
SfagfAd fhg, 59 9 9 dewmg R 2 gars 3rg MfAe g1 A yaer foigeit # evRder, qrfm,
A3, Sieeim, gRIYR, ST, Tadhl, ARE, sert (33), wiuTe ok fawufa enfae €1 5ads a1g §-
&iSTT & fely 9 & et 88 3ifeipd wdeT Sigwg gl 7Y §—37 4TS 37g, 38 W g ik 13
f deXTE | IE Uged Wi, S dAfaefadt ok fBfSiea diem gfaem ot sgrar <t & qur fadeh
i3t & felg wRa | yaer ot 3ifdes GirH a1t gl

YRA THR 7 10 R 2026 i 3-die e fadsft Amient & fag 11 U sia=rdia udsr semgl &t

SfagRd fharl g9 9 YA dewme 3R 2 gars g enfict &1 3kl I89d faaeft a3l & fag wra #
TALT i 3ifereh FlaeTereh ST 3R -1 eI T [awdR e 8l

Y SitS Tq g foig

9 Y A d5TNE &—sNRAdT, GRI, 713, TGS, gRAMYR, ST, qradh!, ARE R Rt (JE)! 2
Y gars org §—iuTet ok fawufa | g7 vaer figeit & e @ fady ®u & ugkdt qonf @ o aret anfa
& g R &t PAfFefadt sgar gt
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$-dteT & fArg et 88 Wder saE

T3 HAGTHT & TG Y WRAR $-aftoll 3@ aTet faaft ATRenl & flw et 88 Srfdiepd SfaRTgi uder
§ERITE 81 71T &1 g7 37 gaTs 1g, 38 Tl dewg 3R 13 4 sexig et &1 399 WRd & vaY &
felq Iuctees Hivifelen fareheat aht fawaR gorm & SR HHT-UR S1remTH ehl 3ifdies e ST T 8|

R $-fiem ar &2

Indian e-Visa fagsft amitet & faw wRd wear 6t 2t diom gfaen &, g arezm @ ura fagsh
It 3ifelrs 8ided @wah Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) UTe @R Gehd &1 YRA 7 2014
# 43 327 & AT & fIg e-Visa gfaer gz it oft ofR a6 & g9 AR fhar maT| TReR & SuR,
St I | e-Visa 3fde 72 €68 & &H 99T & Ia1fad fhy S &1

g-diem & g Aot
YRd # e-Visa a1 & 3idifa fafda Ieeai & folw srer-srent Afoal Iuctey §, S99 Tourist,

Business, Medical, Student, Transit, Mountaineering, X-1 3fk Cruise-related e-Visa smfaa
21 suehT 3297 fageft amfverl & fow vra &t amn, @R, Rifear, e eik udeq deeft smasaepdars
o f2fSiea areaw @ @Rar T B

UPSC & fAq s9ar ag

g GATGR GS Paper-II (International Relations & Governance) 3R GS Paper-III (Internal
Security) & fag Iuaft g1 & Tourism Diplomacy, Border Management, Digital Gov-
ernance, Regional Connectivity 3R Ease of Travel & ST ST @ehar &1 Oy &9 & 7Y ffH vaer
faig SiveTTdsr, e, AU, "iFR iR urfehed & St diHr-uR sfaefad) & el & agayufl &1 78 hed
QRie ol IgaT & & AIY-TTY W1 yeed 3R ffied IS gorett ot sifeies woret s= ot fgem & off
Hgayui gl

TR U0 Fil W TRE FiST A §R a1 & STRY el Y gren B2

&g §

TR UaLT Y JEAHT W GREM Ao T 339 STaRT ugfed, Fiermar ok SivTef! gaR & &wae! ot
B dTet JhT hl HH AT 81 AT & dgd I foham! dl @dl & IRY 3R R SHoil memkd
Selfdeeh it T o folg TRART TERIAT UG <l ST 81 ST hildl YRET, BN SaraehdT 3R
e 3T &l IIgTaT a4 & d19 Renewable Energy 3R Agricultural Technology & 3ui
& e fBerar 81 giem # afeqd), urar ok Ggrar it od TRt fen-Fdet & srar
fAgiRa gt § 4T 3Tde SR UaeT HY fA9wT & AregH & foa Sirar &1

it @ gren Jie, O et @d grem aeEn oft et ST 8, SR TR WaR & fha-dhiga
g &1 SHHT 38T AR UL dT e 3R SHTell 3R Y a=isital & haa! ! g+ alel Jehar
Pl A AT g1 $9h dgd U [ha™l bt Wdl o IRT 3R AR FHoif & Falfeld Sl BRI @ &
forg TReARY FEgrIdT UeH I ST g
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IISTT & W I83°

T IS o1 A e fehd Tl chl @Sl Tl ehl YRAIT AT SR UY-STHd Hd el JehdT i HH AT 8
a9 1Y g I8 Usd iy &7 | Solar-powered Technology & 39T ! SgTaT act 81 399 fhart
! URUReR forstedt tR ¥R gu fomT Wl eht YR e a1 faehed fieTar & dem it Iadraehar iR fhamt
T 3T Pl I TU & AL AT FehdT 81

TR Hoit serRa ¥ o1 Aga

TR a1 # UR SHoll I SUANT Fich Gop A [Agd STertes SR ST 8, fSIeeht 3897 SaR! ot @d d
UdLM XA & gdlcdTied AT g1 Ig AT &u § 3 yrdtor &=t # Iuahft g "ahdt 8 Sigt Fafaa faga
3Tgfet WA g1 39 YR a1 Renewable Energy 3R Agricultural Technology & &3tsi a1
JTEUT UK el gl

fsqd) ik ur=rar

O & defad fafas Ralel & Ok a18 6 antd IR 60% do fo<ita ggraar g sifdead e 31.43
g gfd foheiiier &t TgrIar &l Seoid Herdr 81 o Ao, fasiwee SC/ST forami, & fog sifde
FEIIT T UTaelT ST 7T & | gTclifch, aedides TgradT foiet, fhem <t giofl, Wiepd drTa 8k 36 7
AN AR feem-fFAgen w AR o Tedt g1 gafeig UPSC darRt # afedst &t 1ife) ol wirft a2 & aema
“TRepR feem-fder & SgaR” Frgr1 3R 81

Yot Y ursdn gd feharaae

I 3R UGSl & b, BN offf & dg g @+ dTel U 311dGeh 9 UPR ! TRl & folg
3MEGT R Thd gl Eed # YR, WER-EdH/YH dfdeia, o faerur, Alega S dur
STILARATIAR ST THIU-UF S G&ATST AT ST §ehd 8| 3G 3R Teaa &l Ufeham IR U3 Hpiy
AT & snfdemRes ATegHT & Y SiTelt 81 fSeTraR ursrar iR e &t ada R 3rer gt Fevel! 1

UPSC & faiw aamass Aga

gg g1 GS Paper-III (Agriculture, Environment & Disaster Management) & foig agaaquf
81 38 AHa-a=gsiia Huy, e GRefT, fhar 3, Serarg-wré i, Adieoiia Suif iR ddd iy &
ST ST FhdT 81 URA | ERT U] 3R a=Isiidl gRT el Il fhdTHl hl SdTGehdl 3R 31T i
gIfId ST &1 O H deprich] GHTYM, ARIGIRIG YFIGRT 3R AT a=asiia UeeH i SiIgey “Piy
faere 3R Sig-fafderdr @Refor & dftg dge= wfid &A1 Agayui gl
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faea sier RRaw — 3ine & ufd SIFRshdT Ie™ o1 dfaes v

&g #

fasa siem g @1 33T 3ieM & Ufd SIFReehdT SgMT 3R SReRdade &Sl & fag 3
YARIIUT &l TTigd HeAT 81 3G ¥ §ad, a1, Tohd, thths SIY ST T i1, &1 3R 3
Sdhi o TARIYUT & HIEAH T Sita- IaTaT S TohdT 8| YRd & 3T i AT 3R IUteerdr & &g
AT €1 9YRd # THOTA, 1994 a1 NOTTO 3T Td UARIUUT ST o hif! 3R TRITTd
2ld & e YR gl

fasg sigM fdad (World Organ Donation Day) T 383 3FTGH & Hgd & Ufd @il & SIFRechdl
M 3R SRRJHG FASTl & fAT 3T YARIIUT <l UiedTled AT g1 3G & Aredd & 7 & a1g ot
fe org= ST & SIRT 1= @l T SfteT S & INTEH & Yohal 1 I8 o TuST § “Sftaw a9 &
faq sirer” & e &l FeTar T 81

3TE 3R 31T YARIYUT &l Hged
ST UARIYUT 3 7RISl o folg SfiawRers SudaR g Fehd & oI Agayquf o ik ® @ &9 &t goh
&1 823, TGT, Tohd, thths 3R ST=ITRT SIY ST T UARIYUT fohaT ST WehdT 8, STalfch ehi=dT, <dT, ggl

3R F® 3T Hac |l 3 fohy I1 Tohd &1 3TMIY i ek fAifched egawn ok Sftew I aret!
W Ja137f 1 AgaqUf 3 g

WRd # sirer i fRAafa
WRA # 31T hl /7T 3R IueTetraT o offe 91T 3R Ueh UHE Hreisii-eh W ATl g1 321 H TARIYUT et

o Srufeld TR & HH 81 IRSKhdT hl HHY, TSR Td enfiier wifaal, akear & wgafd, Rfhar
ST R ST} o THASG URTE Sielt AT TG bl gTfad el 81

YRd # 3iGM 3R JARIYUT &t AfAd &= & fiw Transplantation of Human Organs and
Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994 Ag<@qul A &1 399 AMd 3T 3R Sl & Rfchcadhia SuaiT qur
3HfAgd T AUR &l PG @A & urgue §1 g TR R National Organ and Tissue

Transplant Organisation (NOTTO) 3G Ud UIRIYUT SHGRAT & o< H HgAYUT qfHent Ardr
&1 39 STfaRem ey ok I53 TR R Hefdd SR o & &ed 8|

STEH & "THA U gAfaar

YRA | 3T & Fe1dT 39 & T SITReehdT 1T, fAeren! a1 @se, erdrell & Brain-stem Death
&t g R ugaM, ufAfeia Transplant Coordinators, aga? Organ Retrieval Infrastructure
3R ST URag- aawAT 3aLdsh g1 1Y &, il & 3Mded # urgiRfdar, Iu™dar iR Afde A &t
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gifead oz off Agayuf 81 ST dhl WiG-TRIEd ot kAT 3R TR TUT HHSIR Gl o MTOT & T2
f Frdwifes ifq 6 ggE sraegehar gl

UPSC & fAu g

gg fdwa GS Paper-II (Health, Human Development & Governance) 3R Essay & foig
Agayul 81 34 Universal Health Coverage, Health Infrastructure, Medical Ethics, Right to
Health, Public Awareness 3R Social Capital & 8T ST Gehar §1 UPSC 3SR # Ig adh feam
WA T R FAFAT T T TG 3TaLTS g
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ERICIERN 10 gfafeat

31, sfifAarg aR grITe A fohg w3t & afda & w9 # dRIWR gt fasm Harera (MoES)
GHTeAT?

2026 o1 f37eh Asel U Tt YR dgifaes wifdes faart e g?  diues &R

9 Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 forg gz stfefaam ar Bankers’ Books Evidence Act,

QI &AT? 1891

Prlceh qTgh ot ATHA H 8T8 hIc A fohe Hifeles SifddR a1 3T 19(1)(g)
Jeord fhar?

PN BT o felg NSP-DBT Ugd o dgd fohd=t & 31fdieh BT bl 6,000 & aifdes
¥21.35 RIS gLdidaRd fhg Tg?

3-dioTT 4Rk fasft ATl & foiw 9TRa = erTed 2026 # foha+ AT 11
SARTEIT T §G3Tg Sig?

Ut @ GRET AT o dgd [haTl ot fhd deh-iieh & el <hl R St sirenie gefage ks
gref & folg ggrrar & STt 82

WRd H TG Ud YARYT et (IR e arell 95 g hi=- Transplantation of Human
arg? Organs and Tissues Act
(THOTA), 1994

2026 o 21 Ad & 1Y fohdil QRERR AT UG hl ST 82 5,000 3ARFY TR

g-aften & folg vRa & g yder fog 987 & a6 $e fohan srfdigpa 88
STRTERT yAeT TS & Ta?
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31T U< 8 ufafeaf

<1, shfara R grrren v 8 & uflig aee 82 (el

(a) siafer fasm (b) 99z s
(c) 9= T (d) Sia senfirhr
IR. (B) g fawm
ATEIT

1. #fifAard HaR grTren Uil @hg A=t €, 9814 UNESCO-I0C & IOTWMS d1 ¥Rd &l Tsunami Early
Warning System ! ASIgd e+ # Ag@qul INTeH faar & eFRd 2020 & INCOIS & fqeres @ & 3k Remote
Sensing, Satellite Oceanography dr Disaster Risk Reduction # dWeH & fag 2008 Indian National
Geospatial Award 3R 2010 National Geosciences Award UTe & 9 &|

3ueh &R ol 2026 # fhy qREpR & FwTAd o mam?

(a) SieesTid Agd (b) faxrer A=t
(c) e gRERR (d) et REPR
IR (B) fazrer A=at
TEgr

UR Agifae “ifde st diue R o) gifhr aifidy, sifee yunferat sk Al # dies & fg 2026 & 2
Aed ¥ geTiAa foear ;39T U@ aleE Sandpile Model 3R Self-Organized Criticality & 37ega | gl
Dirac Medal &t =1mo= 1985 & ICTP 7 &t oft 3R dlueh R &l 3O ugat 2022 # Boltzmann Medal dar 2023 &
Padma Bhushan & gw1fAd foar i1 geat 81

Bankers' Books Evidence Bill, 2026 fore Or= sifeifam a1 @i ohm?

(a) Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (b) Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891
(c) Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (d) RBI Act, 1934

JR. (B) Bankers’ Books Evidence Act, 1891

ATEAT

93 = Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026 9tid fohar, St 1891 & &I T R aich? Setagli-ich, 3fSied, Femss
3R dhog H Ugld dob Repls ol ARG # FMHT Wgd & &U H A-AdT ol fAgws # Standardised
Authentication Procedure, f3fSiect/saagie gedier 3R d& sifdamial 6t srmaae srarddt 3ufRifd &r & &
EICRICE]
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FrIlcch TRPR A15h ot oh TaTe o ol G &0 & fohweh! 3aedehdl TR TR 3 &l 872

(a) 73T R @faT (b) @re Frame afan
(c) Rreh fder (d) Fsfereor

3IR. (B) W A et

qTEar

Prlceh TR 7 23 SR 2026 & T8 DI & el Sl UH DI | AT &F §, o8 Alexamsfoe @t Transport
Vehicle & &u # tsfighd & Bike Taxi ST hi SrgAfd &l A1 Gell ATl AT 3igwda 19(1)(g), Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, it gz, star, wfte 3k Gig Economy & e dge= & ST 81

R BT & fag NSP-DBT uge fre e 12 (Kl
(a) e g (b) frererst &g e
(c) F g Hisfn (d) gy o

Iw. (B) fRrawrst g e

qTrEgr

et HiY w3t fR1eRTST [Hg dieM 3 HfS 8l & fg NSP-DBT Ugd & i, fSereh d8d 6,000 & s1fdies st &t 321.35
g H sEg @ dF @[l § giaRad & 1 98 Faen § Affe sEgl ofTaH & Aregd 9 Digital
Governance, Financial Inclusion 3R Targeted Welfare Delivery @& #Sigqd &= & a1g Hiy fdem &
Practical Training W SR faar mar g1

YRA TR A $-aIlT 1R & fAIg e 7Q iRty vaer dexms arfgfa he? (R

(a)7 (b)9
(011 (d)13
IW. (C) 11
grEar

WRA AHR = 10 A 2026 H! g-deT aRehs faqeft AMReR! & g 11 90 sfarghy uder sexmmg sits, 4 9 oA
SexiTg 3R 2 gaTd 31 ATt &1 39 a1g el & foig WRd & et 88 Sifiiehd UAT §GTE & Y 8—37 gaTS 91, 38
TR §eTTE 3R 13 YA devs—Roread wdied ok ety pfaefadt ot srgrar e
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e @d Gren i fohe 3o & ugel 27 (el

(a) Heg Uer (b) ISTRIH
(c) I¥R wer (d) fegr

IR. (C) ¥R Uear

ATEI

TR TaeT i FgwE @ GRET TS Pl 363 SART Ug)atl, e iR SivTelt IR § e i GRef & foig fohamt ot
TR SHolf STEMRd Seifaged HiTT g AXhRI FgRIdl UGH el 8l Ig Aol had JRefl, foha™ 3, Y IdTgehdl,
Renewable Energy 3R Agricultural Technology ot SigTaT 3l & a2 SHehT fehaTaa= ST UaeT HY ARt gR
forar STaT 81

fareq simer fRaw o1 ge 2o 7 87 (ki

(@) TeHIGH Sl FGTaT a1 (b) 3ieT & Ufdl SIPReeRaT S&MT
(c) EYhTeRRUT Y grar T (d) &R F ApaATH heAT

ITR. (B) 31ME & Ufd SINRSehdT M1

ATEAT

faea sivre™ ey o1 9T ST & Uf STFRSehdT FTHT 3R SRexddg HRISTl & T i1 UaRIgur bt WcTfed & &,
S g9, TIaT, ad, Tthe 3TR 31T 3fTTi & ATeH ¥ Sfa SamT ST 9| YR | SHTGH chl THE Il & SIRRehdT
6 Y, I wifaat, Rfdhar saeaar ok sit uRag fae &, stafes THOTA, 1994 3R NOTTO 39 St
Td TRITTA SR &1

SR groft
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